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MILITARY AWARD: A Purple Heart earned by Miguel A. Perez Loubriel during the Korean War was found near the baggage claim area at the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma 
County Airport in Santa Rosa. The medal is being kept in a safe while airport officials attempt to locate its owner.

Medal goes unclaimed
AIRPORT DISCOVERY » With more than 60,000 Facebook views, 
frayed Purple Heart found in terminal awash in mystery

It could be a question posed by a movie or novel: 
How did a fallen Korean War soldier’s well-worn 
Purple Heart medal end up on the floor at Sono-

ma County’s main airport?
Gina Stocker craves an answer. Stocker, whose 

job is to promote Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County 
Airport, checks Facebook regularly for responses 
to her plea for help locating the owner of  the Purple 
Heart awarded posthumously in tribute to U.S. 
Army Pfc. 2nd Class Miguel A. Perez y Loubriel.

More than 60,000 people have viewed the airport’s 
Facebook post about the medal, Stocker said Tuesday. 

But, sadly, “nobody has called to claim it.”
Online research reveals that Perez, a Puerto Rican, 

was 23 and serving as a light-weapons infantryman 
when he was killed in combat in North Korea on 
Aug. 8, 1952. His family would have been presented 
the Purple Heart ribbon and medal.

Late last week, a member of  the operations crew at 
the airport between Santa Rosa and Windsor found 
the combat decoration in the terminal.

“It was lying by the baggage carousel,” Stocker 
said. Presumably, it was dropped by a passenger who 
had arrived, given the time of  the discovery, on an 
Alaska Airlines flight.

By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“It was  
lying by  
the baggage 
carousel.”
GINA STOCKER, 
promoter for Charles 
M. Schulz-Sonoma 
County Airport

With ‘Great Wall,’ China aims to go global

LOS ANGELES — “The Great Wall,” 
an epic fantasy film that cost at least 
$150 million to make, opens with Matt 
Damon fleeing on horseback through 
red stone formations in northwest Chi-
na. A snarling swarm of  razor-toothed 
green monsters is hot on his heels.

One fast plot twist later, he stands 
atop a monumental stone wall, one 

guarded by thousands of  Chinese war-
riors in dazzling uniforms. Cut to gen-
erals with furrowed brows fretting in 
Mandarin as the monsters come tum-
bling over a hill.

Will their megastructure do its job?
The same question, more or less, fac-

es “The Great Wall” as it begins its glob-
al theatrical release. The movie, filmed 
entirely in China, was engineered not 
just as escapist entertainment but also 
proof  that the Chinese film industry 

can serve up global blockbusters too — 
that event films can rise in the East and 
play in the West. The last Chinese-lan-
guage film to become a breakout hit in 
North America was “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon,” which awed with its 
martial arts and stunt work and took in 
a surprising $180 million in 2000, after 
adjusting for inflation.

“If  this doesn’t work, then I don’t 

By BROOKS BARNES AND AMY QIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Wang Jianlin, 
chairman of  
the Dalian  
Wanda Group, 
said the com-
pany’s goal 
has been to 
help American 
businesses  
get more  
market share 
from movies  
in China. 

CHRISTOPHER PATEY 
NEW YORK TIMES

250 lose 
jobs at 
Direct 
Flow 

Santa Rosa med-tech devel-
oper Direct Flow Medical Inc. 
has closed its doors and laid off 
all 250 employees, the result of  
a decision by its lender to pull 
the plug on the once-promising 
company after a hectic yearlong 
effort to secure new financing 
fell apart. 

Approximately 140 people 
were employed in Sonoma 
County. Workers were fur-
loughed Nov. 18 and the compa-
ny was officially closed Nov. 30, 
said Dan Lemaitre, former pres-
ident and CEO. 

Direct Flow had expected an 
influx of  funding from a Chi-
nese pharmaceutical company 
on Nov. 18, Lemaitre said in a 
phone interview. But the deal 
collapsed two days before the 
money was scheduled to arrive, 
Lemaitre said, as “the terms of  
which were changed dramat-
ically in a very unacceptable 
fashion.”

The 12-year-old company had 
no other options and its lender, 
PDL BioPharma Inc., refused to 
extend the $65 million funding 
arrangement it had with Direct 
Flow for the past three years 
and foreclosed upon the busi-
ness. 

Direct Flow made devices that 
replace human heart valves 
without invasive surgery.

Mass layoffs have become 
very unusual in Sonoma Coun-
ty, where the economic climate 
has been strong since the region 

SANTA ROSA » Med-tech 
developer closes after  
effort to find funding fails
By BILL SWINDELL
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Berlin attack suspect faced probe

BERLIN — The prime suspect 
sought in the deadly attack on 
a Berlin Christmas market — a 
24-year-old Tunisian migrant 
— was the subject of  a terror-
ism probe in Germany earlier 
this year and was not deported 
even though his asylum bid was 
rejected, a senior official said 
Wednesday.

The suspect — who 
went by numerous 
aliases but was identi-
fied by German author-
ities as Anis Amri — 
became the subject of  a 
national manhunt after 
investigators discovered 
a wallet with his iden-
tity documents in the 
truck used in Monday’s 
attack that left 12 dead, two law 
enforcement officials said.

Meanwhile, a clearer portrait 
took shape of  the suspect, in-
cluding accusations that he had 
contact with a prominent Islam-
ic State recruiter in Germany.

German authorities issued a 

100,000 euro ($105,000) 
reward for information 
leading to his capture, 
warning citizens not to 
approach the 5-foot-8, 
165-pound Amri, whom 
they described as “vio-
lent and armed.”

His record, however, 
further deepened the 
political fallout from 

Monday’s bloodshed — pointing 
to flaws in the German deporta-
tion system and putting a harsh 
light on Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s humanitarian bid to 
open the nation’s doors to near-

Amri had applied for, 
and been denied bid  
for German asylum 
By ANTHONY FAIOLA  
AND STEPHANIE KIRCHNER
WASHINGTON POST
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People gather Wednesday around candlelit memorial at a Christmas market 
in Berlin, Germany, two days after a truck driver killed 12 at a market.

Anis  
Amri


