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ASSAULT CLAIMS: 
SF Symphony cuts ties 
with famed conductor 
over allegations of sexual 
assault over decades / A7

INSIDE

Life expectancy drops, overdoses blamed

American life expectancy at 
birth declined for the second 
consecutive year in 2016, fueled 
by a staggering 21 percent rise 
in the death rate from drug over-
doses, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report-
ed Thursday.

The United States has not 
seen two years of  declining life 
expectancy since 1962 and 1963, 
when influenza caused an inor-
dinate number of  deaths. 

In 1993, there was a one-year 
drop during the worst of  the 

AIDS epidemic.
“I think we should take it very 

seriously,” said Bob Anderson, 
chief  of  the Mortality Statistics 
Branch at the National Center 
for Health Statistics, which is 
part of  the CDC. “If  you look at 
the other developed countries 
in the world, they’re not seeing 
this kind of  thing. Life expectan-
cy is going up.”

The development is a dismal 
sign for the United States, which 
boasts some of  the world’s high-
est spending on medical care, 
and more evidence of  the toll the 
nation’s opioid crisis is exacting 
on younger and middle-aged 
Americans, experts said.

More than 42,000 Americans 
died of  opioid overdoses alone 
in 2016, a 28 percent increase 

TY WRIGHT / NEW YORK TIMES

A nurse fills bottles with small amounts of liquid methadone for take-
home prescriptions at a clinic in in Akron, Ohio. The opioid crisis has 
contributed to a recent decline in American life expectancy.

Opioid crisis now
rivals historic killers like 
AIDS and flu epidemics 
By LENNY BERNSTEIN AND 
CHRISTOPHER INGRAHAM
WASHINGTON POST
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INSPECTING STREETLIGHTS: PG&E lineman Derek Leonard checks a fuse cutout Tuesday as workers restore power to Coffey Park.

Lighting up the night 

A darkness so discomforting it caused people to 
string battery-powered lights on dead trees for 
Christmas cheer is getting pushed back a little 

farther from Coffey Park.
The fire-ravaged neighborhood in northwest Santa 

Rosa today is slated to have its last section of  streets 
illuminated with temporary streetlights.

PG&E on Tuesday energized the first set of  LED 
streetlights on wooden poles west of  Coffey Lane. The 
final streetlight section is scheduled to light up this eve-
ning east of  Coffey Lane.

The temporary electrical system features approxi-
mately 226 poles — a majority with streetlights — plus 
155 transformers and 81,000 feet of  power lines.

Neighbors love the extra light.
“It gives you a ray of  hope,” said Lani Jolliff, whose 

home still stands at the north end of  the neighborhood.
Coffey Park went black in the early hours of  Oct. 9 

after the Tubbs fire swept down from the eastern hills, 
jumped the six lanes of  Highway 101 and destroyed 
1,300 homes in the compact neighborhood of  tract 
houses. Wildfires that month claimed 24 lives and lev-
eled 5,100 homes in Sonoma County.

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CHRONICLES » PAGE A2

COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Temporary measure helps residents 
navigate burned neighborhood where some houses still stand

ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press 
Democrat is following 
the residents and 
recovery of Coffey 
Park, the Santa Rosa 
neighborhood  
destroyed by the 
Tubbs fire. Read all of 
the stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com
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DIVINE BEINGS OF DANCE »  
Performers bring traditional Chinese 
culture to life with music, acrobats.   D1

LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST INSURER »  
Plaintiffs claiming fire policies provided 
insufficient coverage to rebuild.   A3

CYCLING CLUB 
GIFTED GEAR »  
Santa Rosa 
group receives 
aid to replace 
equipment lost 
in wildfires.   C1

Dave Jones

Insurers 
told to
ease up 
on rules

State Insurance Commis-
sioner Dave Jones on Thursday 
urged insurance companies to 
provide North Bay fire victims 
up to 100 percent of  their per-
sonal property coverage limits 
without requiring them to fill 
out a detailed inventory.

Jones’ notice came as an in-
creasing number of  local fire 
victims have appealed to their 
carriers to ease the inventory 
requirement, arguing they have 
been overwhelmed with the 
time-consuming task — which 
can take more than 40 hours to 
complete — while also juggling 
to rebuild their lives after the 
costliest wildfire in American 
history. 

Insurers in October adhered 
to a voluntary agreement with 
the state Insurance Department 
by advancing at least 25 per-
cent of  their personal property 
coverage without itemization 
for fire victims. But Jones is 
urging them to go beyond that 
and quickly settle and fully pay 
claims for items ranging from 
computers to clothes to furni-
ture. 

“(D)ue to the large scale of  
these wildfires, many insureds 
are overwhelmed with the tasks 

State says itemizing 
every possession lost in 
North Bay fires onerous
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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UN rebukes US on Jerusalem

UNITED NATIONS — A lop-
sided majority of  United Na-
tions members rebuked the 
United States on Thursday, 
denouncing its decision to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and ignoring President 

Donald Trump’s threats to retal-
iate by cutting aid to countries 
voting against it.

In a collective act of  defiance 
toward Washington, the U.N. 
General Assembly voted 128-9, 
with 35 abstentions, for a resolu-
tion demanding that the United 
States rescind its Dec. 6 declara-
tion on Jerusalem, the contested 
holy city.

The resolution is nonbinding 
and therefore largely symbolic, 
but the vote indicated the extent 
to which the Trump administra-
tion’s departure from a 50-year 
international consensus on Je-
rusalem’s status has unsettled 
world politics and contributed 
to America’s diplomatic isola-
tion.

Major allies like Britain, 
France, Germany and Japan 
voted for the resolution, though 
some allies, like Australia and 
Canada, abstained.

Carrying out a promise to 
his base of  supporters, Trump 
upended decades of  U.S. policy 
with his decision on Jerusalem, 
aggravating an emotional issue 
that has festered since the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, when the Is-
raelis occupied the entire city.

Many Security Council reso-
lutions since then, which have 
the force of  international law, 
have warned that Jerusalem’s 
status is unresolved, that claims 
of  sovereignty by Israel are in-
valid, and that the issue must be 

settled in negotiations between 
the Israelis and Palestinians.

The new resolution raised 
questions about whether Trump 
would deliver on his threat on 
Wednesday to withhold U.S. aid 
from countries that broke ranks 
with the United States. While he 
has significant legal latitude to 
do so, experts said it would be 
very difficult to substantially 
cut off countries like Egypt and 
Jordan that are strategic part-

GENERAL ASSEMBLY VOTE » Nations vote 128-9 to 
reject Trump’s recognition of city as Israeli capital 
By RICK GLADSTONE AND 
MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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