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Partial shutdown takes effect
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Justices refuse to intervene on asylum

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court refused Friday to allow the 
Trump administration to immediately 
enforce its new policy of  denying asy-
lum to migrants who illegally cross 
the Mexican border.

The Supreme Court’s two-sentence 
order rejecting a request for a stay 
of  a lower court’s ruling revealed 
a new dynamic at the 
court, one in which Chief  
Justice John Roberts played 
the key role, joining the 
court’s four-member liberal 
wing in turning down the 
administration’s request for a 
stay of  a trial judge’s ruling blocking 
the policy.

The chief justice, appointed to the 
court by President George W. Bush in 

2005, is now plainly at the court’s ideo-
logical center, a spot that had long be-
longed to Justice Anthony Kennedy, 

who retired in July and was 
replaced in October by Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh.

The court’s ruling thwart-
ed, at least for now, any 
attempt to carry out the 
proclamation by President 

Donald Trump last month that only 
migrants who arrived in the United 

MOISES CASTILLO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Migrants embrace Friday after receiving one of the 
50 turns for an interview to request U.S. asylum at a 
pedestrian border crossing in Tijuana, Mexico.

WASHINGTON — Large parts of 
the federal government shut down 
overnight after President  Don-
ald Trump torpedoed a bipartisan 
spending deal because it lacked the 
money he demanded for a wall along 

the U.S.-Mexico border.
Funding for numerous agencies, 

including those that operate parks, 
homeland security, law enforce-
ment, tax collection and transpor-
tation, expired at midnight. Close to 
400,000 federal workers are expected 
to be sent home without pay until a 
deal is reached, and numerous ser-
vices will be halted in that time, with 
the impacts broadening the longer 
the funding lapse lasts.

The shutdown intensifies a stand-
off between Trump, who is demand-
ing $5.7 billion for a border wall, and 

congressional Democrats, who have 
vowed to block any wall funding and 
have the votes to do so. It marks a 
deflating final chapter for Republi-
cans as they complete two years of 
unified GOP control in Washington 
— as well as an acrimonious prelude 
to the upcoming era of  divided gov-
ernment, after Democrats take the 
House in January.

Trump saw the final days of  this 
year as his last chance to try to ex-
tract funding for the wall, while 
Democrats, united against the wall 
and buttressed by big wins in the 

midterm elections, showed no signs 
of  buckling to his demands amid a 
flurry of  attacks this week.

The White House and congres-
sional leaders continued negotia-
tions late Friday, but by 8:30 p.m., 
the House and the Senate had ad-
journed for the night. That made it 
impossible to vote on any spending 
agreement until Saturday, and it 
remained unclear whether any deal 
would materialize by then.

It is unclear how long a shutdown 

Lawmakers leave Capitol 
without budget deal after 
Trump rejects spending bill
By ERICA WERNER, DAMIAN 
PALETTA AND JOHN WAGNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Gary and Lynda Bayless’ log home takes shape Wednesday on their property in the Mark West area. Their previous home burned in the Tubbs fire.

Home sweet log home
SANTA ROSA » Couple constructs new retreat in Mark West, 
replacing house built 43 years ago that was destroyed by Tubbs fire

The cedar logs of  Gary and 
Lynda Bayless’ longtime home 
in the Mark West area north of  

Santa Rosa burned ravenously in the 
October 2017 Tubbs fire, melting gold 
and platinum jewelry pieces, reduc-
ing diamonds to powder and concrete 
foundation into crumbles.

As a jeweler working with precious 
metals for more than four decades, 
Bayless estimates the house and a 
lifetime of  keepsakes were incin-
erated in temperatures of  at least 
2,000 degrees.

The firestorm left little behind 
but the 9-inch spikes Bayless had 
hand-driven into the logs 43 years ago 
when the Vietnam War veteran built 

the home on a wooded slope where 
the couple raised four sons.

A 120-foot redwood tree, planted to 
commemorate a fifth son who died 
at birth, had to be cut down, among 
more than 100 trees felled on their 
1-acre lot after the blaze that roared 
down the Mark West corridor in the 
early morning hours of  Oct. 9, 2017. 

One neighbor perished in the blaze; 
others were severely burned. The Bay-
lesses fled first to the Hilton Sonoma 
Wine Country hotel, which ignited 
a half  hour after they arrived. They 
spent a wide-awake nightmare from 
a safe distance at a friend’s house in 
Sebastopol, watching the wind-driven 
fire advance on Santa Rosa.

“You could see the trees exploding. 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO LOG HOME » PAGE A2 The view from the Baylesses’ log home as they rebuild.

Hue Freeman

Second 
lawsuit 
on pot 
seizure

A second Highway 101 driver 
has filed a federal civil rights 
lawsuit against the Rohnert 
Park Public Safety Department 
alleging its officers violated his 
rights when they pulled him 
over in 2016 near the Mendoci-
no County line and took a haul 
of  marijuana worth more than 
$65,000 he was delivering to a 
dispensary.

Hue Freeman, 61, a longtime 
Mendocino County dispensa-
ry owner and cannabis farmer, 
said he believes the department 
rewarded its officers for travel-
ing far outside city limits to seize 
marijuana on the highway and 
disregarded state laws allowing 
medical marijuana growers to 
conduct business. 

In his 11-page complaint filed 
Thursday in U.S. District Court 
in San Francisco, Freeman ac-
cused Rohnert Park Sgt. Bren-
don Jacy Tatum, who resigned 
in June, and Officer Joseph 
Huffaker of  pulling him over 
without legal justification. The 
suit also alleges the officers dis-
regarded paperwork and state-
ments from an attorney and 
dispensary manager proving he 

Dispensary owner says 
police violated his civil 
rights in traffic stop
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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