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SUITCASE PROTEST » Artist 
rallies marchers to push SR 
on sanctuary city status.  A3

‘RED HOT MAMA’ » One-woman 
show on Sophie Tucker opens  
on NYE at Cinnabar.  D1

JAGUARS’ DOUBLE TROUBLE »  
Riley, Justin Smith distinguish 
themselves on court.  C1

Donald Trump

Trump 
signals 
shift on 
security

Before lunchtime Thursday, 
President-elect Donald Trump 
said he would expand the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal, upending a re-
duction course set by presidents 
of  both parties over the past 
four decades, and called for the 
United States to 
veto a pending 
U.N. resolution 
that criticized 
Israel’s settle-
ments policy.

The policy 
prescriptions, 
communicat-
ed in morning 
tweets, fol-
lowed calls since last month’s 
election to reconsider the arms-
length U.S. relationship with 
Taiwan and to let China keep an 
underwater U.S. vessel seized by 
its navy. Trump declared within 
hours of  this week’s Berlin ter-
rorist attack that it was part of  a 
global Islamic State campaign to 
“slaughter Christians” and later 
said it reaffirmed the wisdom of  
his plans to bar Muslim immi-
grants.

Late Thursday, Trump sug-
gested in another tweet that 
the U.S. military’s years-in-the-
making plans for a new stealth 
fighter, Lockheed Martin’s F-35, 

President-elect calls for 
expansion of US nuclear 
arsenal in policy shakeup 
By KAREN DEYOUNG
WASHINGTON POST
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CONWAY’S 
NEW ROLE
GOP strategist 
was appointed 
counselor to the 
president, will be 
highest-ranking 
woman in White 
House / B4

Court’s $2.6M software criticized

Carmakers brace for US with fewer drivers

For decades, automakers have been 
able to count on a fundamental fact of  
American life: You pretty much need a 
car to get around.

But lately, novel technologies, in-
cluding ride-hailing services like Uber 
and advances in self-driving cars, are 
creating new alternatives for com-
muting, shuttling children and going 
to the store — particularly in urban 
settings.

There are also demographic and 
economic trends in play. Many young-
er Americans do not consider owning 
a car a goal or necessity — or a nec-
essary expense. So carmakers are 
looking ahead to a day when the au-
tomobile plays a smaller role, or even 
no role at all, in many people’s daily 
routines.

“The historical model is you buy a 
car and it’s in your garage most of  the 
time,” said Glen DeVos, vice president 
for engineering and services at Delphi 
Automotive, a big developer and sup-

plier of  automobile technology. “It’s 
the second-most expensive thing you 
buy after your home, so if  you can get 
around without owning a car, there 
are a lot of  economic reasons people 
may not own a car, or own only one 
instead of  two.”

One clear sign of  the shift is the in-
creasing energy that carmakers are 
devoting to a design category the auto 
industry refers to as “the first mile/
last mile” challenge. It refers to the BRAD TORCHIA / NEW YORK TIMES

Kelly Skow steadies herself while riding an Expo Line 
train during her daily commute Tuesday in Los Angeles. 

Sonoma County court offi-
cials are defending the rollout 
of  a new, “paperless” case man-
agement system that has been 
blamed in one East Bay county 
for wrongful arrests and extend-
ed imprisonments.

The $2.6 million Odyssey 
system has undergone exten-
sive testing during a more than 
yearlong installation to prevent 
problems that plagued it else-
where, said Jose Guillen, Sono-
ma County Superior Court’s ex-
ecutive officer.

He said the state-of-the-art 
application meant to stream-
line operations while someday 
allowing online access to court 
documents had a successful 
fall debut in family law and will 
soon be in place in the remain-

der of  the civil division.
By June, criminal and juve-

nile courtrooms will have it 
while the timing for its introduc-
tion in the county’s high-volume 
traffic court remains under con-
sideration.

“The current technology has 
served us well but it is time to 
change,” Guillen said. “We’re 
going through a painful trans-
formation but I’m confident 
that in the end, we will be bet-
ter served by a system that pro-
vides greater access and is more 

cost-effective.”
So far, the new system is 

getting high marks in divorce 
court, where things like child 
support and restraining order 
requests are scanned as they are 
filed and appear immediately on 
judges’ computer screens.

In the past, decisions could 
be delayed for days as paper 
documents stacked up awaiting 
transfer between offices.

“We’ve made the leap from 
the ’90s to the teens,” said Jen-
nifer Applegate, a Santa Rosa 

family law attorney. “The fewer 
times you touch a piece of  paper 
the better.”

But others worry it might 
not keep pace in busy crimi-
nal courtrooms, where clerks 
will be charged with inputting 
rulings and other information 
in a rapid-fire setting. In Ala-
meda County, judicial orders 
to release jail inmates failed to 
be entered in a timely manner, 
causing some people to remain 

New case management 
system seeks to streamline 
operations for county
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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An upside after defeat

Sonoma County voters came tantaliz-
ingly close in 2016 to approving a sales 
tax measure that arguably would have 

led to the most sweeping changes to the 
county’s parks system in its 50-year history.

Measure J supporters said the half-cent 
sales tax measure, which would have 
generated an estimated $95 million over a 
10-year term, was needed to fund an over-
haul of  the parks system, including a vast 
expansion of  public lands offering new 
recreational opportunities.

Under this vision, county-owned prop-
erties, including those with jaw-dropping 
views along the Sonoma Coast, would fully 
open to the public. Miles of  new trails 
would come online, amenities such as 
campgrounds would be installed and aging 
infrastructure at existing parks would be 
spruced up or repaired.

Those lofty plans stalled after Measure J 
went came up just shy of  the required 
two-thirds majority in the November elec-
tion. It failed by 1,082 votes out of  nearly 
69,800 cast on the initiative.

“Obviously, it’s a shame that it didn’t 
pass and that it came so close,” Caryl Hart, 

the county’s Regional Parks director, said 
this month.

Given the narrow margin of  defeat, Hart 
and other Measure J supporters are now 
considering whether to go back to voters 
in 2017 with another tax measure. 

Measure J marked the first time voters 
were asked to support a dedicated tax 
funding source for the county’s parks 
system since its creation in 1967 with the 
opening of  Doran Regional Park in Bodega 
Bay. Today, the network spans 56 parks, 
trails and beaches, totaling 12,000 acres. 

The measure’s supporters said the new 
funding was critical for making park im-
provements and to fully open some sites to 
the public, including nearly 4,000 acres of  
land owned by the county’s Agricultural 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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YEAR IN REVIEW » MEASURE J

COMING TODAY Reunification of Old Courthouse Square brought big changes to heart of Santa Rosa; read all the year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com
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UNSUCCESSFUL MEASURE J: Ian Maxwell heads back into shore with boogie boarders Cael, 6 and Fiona, 8 after the fog rolled in Thursday at Doran Beach Regional 
Park. Measure J, which was narrowly defeated in November, was the first dedicated tax measure to support county parks since the park’s creation in 1967.  

$95M plan for Sonoma County parks may not 
be dead after narrow rejection on Election Day


