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SRJC ENDS SEXUAL ASSAULT INVESTIGATION: 
Instructor was accused of  sexual relationship 
with underage student two decades ago / A3
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WARRIORS EKE OUT WIN OVER LAKERS »  
Golden State gets 11th consecutive win 
— but not without a fight.   C1

LAST-MINUTE SHOPPER? YOU’RE NOT ALONE »  
SR retailers say fires a likely factor in slow 
start, but they’re seeing a holiday rush.   A3

A SANTA ROSA 
WONDERLAND »  
For more than 25 
years, Gary Rasche 
has turned his 
home into a forest 
of festivity.   D1

UN slaps 
N Korea 
with new 
sanctions

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. Security Council placed 
new sanctions on North Korea 
on Friday that significantly 
choke off fuel supplies and order 
North Koreans working over-
seas to return home, in what 
may prove the last test of  wheth-
er any amount of  economic 
pressure can force the isolated 
country to reverse course on its 
nuclear weapons program.

The round of  sanctions, pro-
posed by the United States and 
adopted by a vote of  15-0, was 
the third imposed this year in 
an escalating effort to force the 
North into negotiations. China 
and Russia joined in the vote, in 
a striking display of  unity, but 
only after the Trump adminis-
tration agreed to soften a couple 
of  provisions.

By RICK GLADSTONE  
AND DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Rail 
agency 
facing 
scrutiny

Citing the persistent financial 
woes of  the public agency over-
seeing North Coast freight rail, a 
state transportation board plans 
to step up its scrutiny of  the 
agency next year.

The Ukiah-based North Coast 
Railroad Authority is charged 
with maintaining freight service 
along a 316-mile rail route from 
Napa to Eureka. It was faulted by 
the state board for failing to de-
velop a sound business plan for 
current rail operations, which 
resumed in 2011 and typically 
involve two or three weekly trips 
along the line that ends at Wind-
sor.

The California Transportation 
Commission, which oversees 
state rail operations, said in a 
report to state lawmakers last 
week that the 28-year-old local 
authority had failed to develop 
a plan “that makes the business 
case for its existence,” noting 
that it also is “routinely unable 
to pay its obligations.”

A committee of  stakeholders 
should be formed to plan NCRA’s 
future, the report said, without 
providing specifics.

In response, Mitch Stogner, 
executive director of  the author-
ity, and state Sen. Mike McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, pointed to the 
anomaly of  a public agency char-
tered by the state to preserve 
North Coast freight service, but 
given no operational funding to 
do so.

“The state needs to step up to 
the plate,” Stogner said, contend-
ing the agency needs $1 million a 
year in assured revenue.

McGuire, whose North Coast 
district encompasses nearly the 

State says North Coast 
Railroad Authority’s 
business plan lacking
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A WARM MOMENT: Emery Bodell, embraces her son, Declan, 6, Friday after he and his kindergarten classmates exited a school bus, returning to John B. Riebli 
Elementary School for the first time since the Tubbs fire damaged the school and devastated the surrounding Larkfield-Wikiup neighborhood, in Santa Rosa.

OFFICIAL ESCORT: Vehicles accompany a caravan of students who returned Friday to John B. Riebli Elementary School for the first time since the Tubbs fire. 

Jubilant return: ‘We 
are back, we are home’ 

Students reconnect with teachers, play on campus day before break starts

With traffic halted at the corner of  Mark 
West Springs and Ursuline roads late 
Friday morning, a procession of  police 

and firetrucks with sirens blaring led school buses 
full of  John B. Riebli Elementary students back to 
familiar surroundings for the first time in more 
than two months.

At their destination in Larkfield, parents and 
staff at the Mark West Union School District 
school filled the woodchip-lined parking lot, even 
spilling out onto the sidewalks at the crosswalk 
to welcome their children back. Not since the 
destructive Tubbs fire, which demolished nearby 
homes but stopped at the edges of  the small K-6 

BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TUBBS FIRE » JOHN B. RIEBLI ELEMENTARY

HOLDING  
ONTO HOPE: An 
ornament hangs 
from a courtyard 
awning while 
Principal Patty 
Dineen, at left, 
welcomes students 
back. “This is our 
first time being 
back together, and 
it is a beautiful 
sight,” she said. 
“You guys look 
fantastic.”

ONLINE To see a video of students arriving on campus, visit pressdemocrat.com.

SAN FRANCISCO — Sever-
al months ago, the FBI became 
interested in the Facebook ac-
count of  Everitt Aaron Jameson, 

a 26-year-old Modesto tow truck 
driver and former Marine.

Acting on tips from an infor-
mant, authorities said they saw 
that Jameson liked and loved 
pro-Islamic State and pro-ter-
rorism Facebook posts. In the 
coming weeks, the FBI alleged, 
Jameson would plot a Christ-
mas suicide terror attack on San 
Francisco’s Pier 39, a popular 
tourist destination.

“He had been there before and 

knew that it was a heavily crowd-
ed area,” an FBI affidavit filed 
Friday said. “Jameson explained 
that he also desired to use ex-
plosives, and described a plan in 
which explosives could ‘tunnel’ 
or ‘funnel’ people into a location 
where Jameson could inflict ca-
sualties.”

Authorities announced terror-
ism charges against Jameson on 
Friday. His plot comes as Islam-
ic State has called for attacks on 

Western cities around the Christ-
mas holidays.

The arrest of  Jameson high-
lights a larger concern about the 
radicalization of  U.S. residents 
by terrorist groups. Jameson’s 
alleged plot come just weeks af-
ter terrorist attacks in New York 
City.

Authorities alleged in court 
documents that Jameson told an 

By RONG-GONG LIN II  
AND RUBAINA AZHAR
LOS ANGELES TIMES

FBI: Man’s SF terror plot inspired by IS
Authorities say former 
Marine planned attack 
for Christmas Day
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