
W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z Ez

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

IS THIS GOODBYE? » Raiders’ next 
game may be last in Oakland.   C1

HAPPY PAW-LIDAYS » Sonoma County 
pets get festive for Christmas.   D1

SANTA ROSA
High 56, Low 45
THE WEATHER, C8

Business E1
Classified E5
Community B10

Crossword T7
Forum B1
Horoscopes T6

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Obituaries B4

Sonoma Life D1
Smith A3
Sports C1

BUSINESS YEAR IN REVIEW: From retail pot  
to rebuilding and insurance woes after the 
2017 wildfires, the top 10 stories of 2018 / E1

©2018 
The Press 
Democrat

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Deckhands Keegan Foster, left, and Sam Davis carefully lower themselves into the Karen Jeanne’s cargo hold on Thursday to unload their catch  
of Dungeness crab, while Capt. Dick Ogg communicates with dockworkers on the pier above them, at The Tides Wharf in Bodega Bay.

While many celebrate, 
crabbers ply their trade

“You only gotta pull one crab pot that’s completely full, and it ruins you  
for the rest of your life. You’ll spend your life trying to do it one more time.” 
LORNE EDWARDS, president of the Fishermen’s Marketing Association of Bodega Bay

BODEGA BAY

A pair of  dogs on board bark excited-
ly as the Karen Jeanne pulls along-
side the high dock at The Tides 

Wharf, returning ashore after 35 hours to 
offload hundreds of  live Dungeness crab 
for quick delivery to markets around the 
region.

A crane at a neighboring dock already 
is lifting square bins, each piled with 600 
pounds of  clacking, frantic crabs from 
another commercial boat. A third vessel 
circles and settles into position to wait its 
turn beneath a gray, late afternoon sky.

It’s nippy out, and a wind-blown ever-
green tree strung with twinkle lights and 
tethered to the roof  of  a storage shed at 
the side of  the dock suggests Christmas 
is near.

But there’s no letup among the workers 
onshore or on the boats. They’re idle only 
when they need to wait for something 
else to happen before they can start on 
their own particular chore. Otherwise, 
everyone moves fast and efficiently, 
aware it’s crunch time. 

Their aim: Get the big, meaty crabs 
from oceangoing vessels to wholesale dis-
tributors and soon to consumers’ plates.

At a time of  year when many gather 

around hearth and home, savoring the 
warmth of  family and friends, the North 
Coast’s commercial crabbers are busy 
scratching the last out of  the local sea-
son, laboring atop the waves to harvest 
Dungeness crab for many a holiday feast.

It is grueling, repetitive, wet and often 
uncomfortable work that continues 
as winter weather sets in — part of  a 
mission to deliver on the ocean’s gifts and 

Dungeness fishermen on Bodega Bay work harder than ever this week
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Dick Ogg, captain of the fishing boat Karen Jeanne, gets a kiss from his dog, Buster, on Thurs-
day while waiting to offload his cargo of Dungeness crab at The Tides Wharf in Bodega Bay.

Sen. Mitch McConnell

Country 
on hold 
for the 
holiday

WASHINGTON — As the 
White House and Democrats 
remained locked in a standoff 
over funding for President Don-
ald Trump’s border wall, Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, the major-
ity leader, sent his colleagues 
home Saturday for the Christ-
mas holiday, virtually ensur-
ing that the government will 
remain partially closed for at 
least several more days.

McConnell’s adjournment of  
the Senate until Thursday came 
after a frenzied day of  negoti-
ations in Washington and con-
flicting signals from the White 
House. Around the country, the 
partial shutdown, which be-
gan at 12:01 a.m. Saturday and 
affects roughly one-quarter of  
the federal government, de-
prived 800,000 workers of  their 
pay and was visible at places 
like national parks, where sites 
were unstaffed or, in some cas-
es, closed.

Trump is demanding $5 bil-
lion for the “big, beautiful wall” 
he promised to build at the 
southern border, and in a con-
ference call with reporters, ad-
ministration officials insisted 
he would accept nothing less. 
But even as they spoke, Vice 
President Mike Pence was on 
his way to the Capitol to pres-
ent an offer to the top Senate 
Democrat, Chuck Schumer of  
New York.

Those talks, however, ap-
peared to make little headway. 
Pence was tight-lipped as he 
left Schumer’s office — “We’re 
still talking,” he said — while 
a spokesman for Schumer, 
Justin Goodman, pronounced 
the two sides “very far apart.” 
McConnell, R-Kentucky, then 
announced the Senate’s ad-
journment and left the Capitol 
to fly home to Kentucky for the 
holiday.

With lawmakers cleared out 
of  Washington and no end to 
the impasse in sight, some spec-
ulated that it would be left to 
Democrats to reopen the gov-
ernment when they take over 
the House next month. In an 
interview Saturday morning, 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi of  San Fran-
cisco, the Democrats’ nominee 

SHUTDOWN » Standoff 
over wall funding won’t 
end before Thursday
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND KATIE ROGERS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Homelessness bedevils county

Manuel Santiago, a  
52-year-old Pomo Indian, has 
been homeless for many years. 
He’s lived in tents, RVs, motels 
— anywhere but a shelter. 

In and out of  state prison 
since 1979, Santiago said his 
many years behind bars include 
several stints in solitary con-

finement. That’s left him with 
an aversion to crowded places 
like the Sam Jones Hall home-
less shelter in Santa Rosa.

“I can’t be around people,” he 
said Friday, crouched in front 
of  a tent he shares with another 
person in the city’s southwest 
area. “Being locked up, I was in 
the hole a lot. I just don’t deal 
with people very well.” 

Santiago is one of  2,657 home-
less adults and one of  715 chron-
ically homeless in Sonoma 
County, which was highlighted 
last week in a federal report to 
Congress as having one of  the 

nation’s biggest homeless popu-
lations among largely suburban 
communities.

The annual homeless as-
sessment report, from the  
U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development, said 
when compared with simi-
lar-sized communities, Sono-
ma County also has among the 
highest numbers of  unaccom-
panied homeless youth, living 
in shelters or on the streets, 
and chronically homeless peo-
ple. They live without a home 
for a year or more. 

Homelessness remains one 

of  the most stubborn public 
health problems in the county, 
one that’s now getting worse af-
ter years of  improvement. The 
reversal is confounding to local 
leaders who’ve made multiple 
efforts to remedy the predica-
ment.

Actually, the issue is a big 
problem statewide, too. Califor-
nia has the largest adult home-
less population this year among 
the 50 states, 129,972, and the na-
tion’s highest per-capita rate of  
homelessness — 33 adults with-
out homes per 10,000 people. 
Nearly half  of  the state’s home-

less live on the streets rather 
than in shelters.

Homeless advocates say the 
HUD report highlighting Sono-
ma County underscores the lo-
cal housing affordability crunch 
they contend is to blame for the 
homeless crisis.

“The basic explanation is high 
rents and low wages,” said Adri-
enne Lauby, a member of  Home-
less Action, which has been crit-
ical of  recent efforts by city and 
county officials to resolve this 
alarming community problem.

HUD REPORT » Region’s 
homeless count among 
highest for US suburbs
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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