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SCIENCE

At Pepperwood Preserve, students count amphibians for climate research Empire

BRYANT SITS OUT; 
LA STUNS WARRIORS
League-leading Golden State 
falls flat against Lakers in 2nd 
of back-to-back games Sports
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A DUNGENESS NEW YEAR:  
The Duck Club chef’s crab 
cioppino is an ideal dish 
for a celebratory feast / D1

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat 

Evelyn Cheatham juggles making stuffing and answering the phone Tuesday as she leads a group of volunteers in preparing more than 
500 Christmas Day meals for those in need at Worth Our Weight Cafe in Santa Rosa.

25 Years Of GivinG

Evelyn Cheatham and crew have provided Christmas meals to needy families 
 for a quarter-century, but she says this is her last year leading the effort

One table of  volunteers trimmed 
bitty carrots. Another group 
washed and peeled beets to later 

roast Tuesday at the Worth Our Weight 
Cafe in east Santa Rosa. The vegetables 
were part of  the wholesome meals to 
be delivered, along with turkey, garlic 
mashed potatoes and other holiday fa-
vorites, to hundreds of  needy families on 
Christmas Day. 

Evelyn Cheatham, a well-known 
Sonoma County chef  who runs the non-
profit Worth Our Weight apprenticeship 

program, started whipping up holiday 
meals back in 1989, inviting relatives and 
friends — and their friends — to help out 
with the charitable operation. Since the 
program started, Cheatham said they’ve 
prepared more than 12,000 meals, which 
have gone to anyone who asked, includ-
ing to people who lived in their cars and 
those in homeless shelters. 

But after a quarter-century oversee-
ing what is now a cherished holiday 
program, Cheatham plans to end the 
countywide meals after the deliveries on 
Thursday. She will continue to cook for 
some shelters.

“It’s the number that got me — num-

ber 25,” Cheatham, 61, said of  the years 
she’s been running the effort, which 
started at 75 meals on Christmas Day and 
boomed to more than 500. “We’ve done it 
lovingly and cheerfully,” Cheatham said.

Cheatham and her corps of  volunteers, 
from 40 to as many as 70 people a day, 
have managed to deliver the meals each 
year by early afternoon on Christmas.

Fundraising was a challenge in recent 
years, with Cheatham leaning heavily on 
friends and not businesses — a demon-
stration of  what can be done by individ-
uals who come together. Cheatham said 
she always had faith the meals would 
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Santa Rosa businessman Clay Ste-
phens, the widely respected founder 
of  Warren Capital who died sudden-
ly in November, is now suspected of  
bilking friends and family alike out 

of  as much as $23 million, according 
to investors who are discovering the 
extent of  their losses. 

Had he lived, Stephens could have 
faced fraud charges over the collapse 
of  his Novato company, an attorney 
representing Stephens’ company 
told stunned investors last week, 
according to several people who at-
tended the meeting.

The disclosure has left investors 
feeling betrayed by a man who gave 
every outward appearance of  being a 
successful businessman, upstanding 

family man and committed philan-
thropist. Stephens was active in the 
Santa Rosa Chamber of  Commerce, 
heavily involved in its BEST job cre-
ation program and a past president 
of  the board of  Cardinal Newman 
High School, which his four sons at-
tended.

What no one appeared to have 
known, however, was that at the time 
of  his death of  a heart attack Nov. 10, 
the 72-year-old Stephens was taking 
money from investors that was sup-
posed to fund new business loans 

and instead using it to prop up his 
company and pay existing investors, 
according to several people who 
were briefed last week on the compa-
ny’s collapse.

“There is no doubt in my mind 
that if  Clay Stephens were alive he 
would probably be spending the rest 
of  his life in jail, and justly so,” said 
Fred Ptucha, a longtime Santa Rosa 
financial adviser. 

Ptucha invested his own retire-
ment savings with Stephens and now 

Clay 
Stephens
Warren Capital 
CEO was respected 
philanthropist

Dead SR executive suspected of fraud
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Warren Capital investors 
stunned, feeling betrayed after 

disclosures by company attorney 

‘Interview’ 
in some 
theaters 

Thursday

NEW YORK — “The Inter-
view” was put back into theaters 
Tuesday when Sony Pictures 
Entertainment announced a 
limited Christmas Day theatri-
cal release for the comedy that 
provoked an international inci-
dent with North Korea and out-
rage over its canceled release.

Sony Entertainment CEO Mi-
chael Lynton said Tuesday that 
Seth Rogen’s North Korea farce 
“will be in a number of  the-
aters” beginning Thursday. 

The only movie houses in 
Sonoma County scheduled 
to show “The Interview” on 
Christmas Day are in Petaluma 
and Sonoma.

Boulevard 14 Cinemas in Pet-
aluma and Sonoma 9 Cinemas, 
both owned by Cinema West, 
will show the movie Thursday, 
said Dave Corkill, the owner.

“We believe in freedom of  
speech and we’re going to show 
it,” he said.

Corkill said his theaters would 
have an extra security guard on 
duty Christmas Day. Guests will 
not be allowed to bring in bags 
or backpacks, he said.

Sony film that sparked terror 
threats gets limited release, 
including Sonoma, Petaluma

By JAKE COYLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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WASHINGTON — The Food 
and Drug Administration an-
nounced Tuesday that it would 

scrap a decades-old lifetime pro-
hibition on blood donation by 
gay and bisexual men, a major 
stride toward ending what many 
had seen as a national policy of  
discrimination.

However, the agency will con-
tinue to ban men who have had 
sex with a man in the past year, 
saying the barrier is necessary 
to keep the blood supply safe, 
a move that frustrated rights 

groups that were pushing for 
the ban to be removed entirely.

The FDA enacted the ban in 
1983, early in the AIDS epidem-
ic. At the time, little was known 
about the human immunodefi-
ciency virus, which causes the 
disease, and there was no quick 

test to determine whether some-
body had it. But science — and 
the understanding of  HIV in 
particular — has advanced in 
the intervening decades. On 
Tuesday the FDA acknowledged 
as much, lifting the lifetime ban 
but keeping in place a block on 
donations by men who have had 
sex with other men in the past 
12 months.

FDA easing ban on gay blood donors 
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Block will remain 
for men who’ve had sex 

with other men in past year

SR BLOOD BANKS CHEER MOVE
Officials call decision rooted in science; 
lawyer says it doesn’t do enough / A5


