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WARRIORS REMAIN 
UNBEATEN AT HOME: 
Golden State in control 
most of the night in win 
against Utah Jazz / C1

INSIDE

Defiant Las Vegas newspaper 
stands up to casino giant

LAS VEGAS — “Get ready to write 
a story about this,” Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal Deputy Editor Jim 
Wright told his two best reporters as 
newspaper employees gathered for a 
mysterious staff meeting this month.

Sitting on folding chairs in a cavern-

ous, largely empty brick building, the 
journalists, ad salespeople and exec-
utives listened for nearly 40 minutes 
as publisher Jason Taylor droned on 
about recent hires, quarterly results 
and the new company polo shirts he 
wanted everyone to start wearing.

What’s the big deal? wondered busi-
ness reporter Jennifer Robison, a 

JOHN LOCHER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Las Vegas Sands Corp. CEO Sheldon Adelson, seen in May, 
abruptly purchased the Las Vegas Review-Journal earlier 
this month, an event that has staff members reeling.

By NIGEL DUARA 
AND LISA MASCARO
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Healdsburg home prices poised to set record

When it comes to real estate, it’s all 
about location.

The familiar adage held true in 2015 in 
Sonoma County, where home sales and 
prices varied widely from city to city, ac-
cording to The Press Democrat’s month-

ly housing report, compiled by Pacific 
Union International Vice President Rick 
Laws.

In Healdsburg, for example, rising 
home prices are on track this year to 
shatter records, even besting peaks in the 
years before the market crashed.

To date this year, the median price for 
a single-family home in Healdsburg has 
climbed 25 percent from the same period 
in 2014, according to housing report. The 
city’s median price for the first 11 months 
of  the year is $840,000, easily on pace to 
surpass the past peak of  $719,000 set in 
2005.

“Healdsburg is the darling of the county, 
without a doubt,” Laws said. Some, he said, 
are calling the town “the new Carmel.”

Among other highlights from the 
monthly housing report:

  ■ East Petaluma single-family home 
sales have jumped 19 percent to date this 
year, compared to the same period in 2014.

  ■ Sebastopol home sales fell 21 per-
cent in the same period.

  ■ Cloverdale’s median sales price has 
climbed 21 percent to date this year to 
$440,000, compared to a year earlier.

Among the report’s 15 cities and neigh-
borhoods, only Healdsburg looks certain 

to surpass its former market peak for 
annual sales, though two other cities 
might follow suit. With December sales 
still to be factored in, Sonoma to date has 
equaled its 2005 annual median peak of  
$690,000, and west Petaluma is currently 
about 1 percent below its peak of  $676,000 
from that same year.

For comparison, the county’s annual 
median to date this year is $530,000, about 
11 percent lower than the annual median 
record of  $595,000 set in 2005.

Home prices peaked that year before a 

City’s median price for first 
11 months of 2015 is $840,000;  
across county, results vary

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO HOME » PAGE A2

Snow 
piling 
up in 
Sierra

Heavy snow could make driv-
ing treacherous on Christmas 
Eve but will bring encouraging 
news to drought-weary Califor-
nians: The all-important Sier-
ra Nevada snowpack is getting 
healthier.

Storms earlier this week lifted 
the snowpack to 112 percent of  
average as of  early Wednesday, 
according to the 
state Depart-
ment of  Water 
Resources. That 
figure is almost 
certain to rise 
with another 
storm expected 
to roll in late 
Wednesday evening and contin-
ue through much of today.

The suddenly ample snow-
pack shows how quickly Califor-
nia’s water picture can change, 
at least in the short run. Just 
two days ago, despite weeks of  
intermittently wet weather, the 
snowpack was still just 86 per-
cent of  average for this time 
of  year, and forecasters were 
cautioning that Californians 
should prepare for a fifth year 
of  drought.

That sobering outlook re-
mains in effect. No matter how 
much snow falls this week, Cal-

Snowpack has improved 
to 112% of average, 
more on the way  

By DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE
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SNOW COULD 
DUST PEAKS
Overnight storm 
could bring a  
white Christmas 
Eve to North Bay 
hills / A4
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POPULAR PATHWAY: Jennie Panchal and Brendan Williamson run on the Joe Rodota Trail near Sebastopol on Wednesday past vineyards owned by Joe Wagner. 
Sonoma County Regional Parks Director Caryl Hart has determined Wagner has no legal right to cross the trail, access that would be required for his planned winery.

Blow to winery plan
DAIRYMAN PROJECT » ACCESS DENIED

Delivering a blow to the most contro-
versial winery project in Sonoma 
County, the county’s top parks 

official has found that the owner of  a vine-
yard near Sebastopol has no current legal 
right to access his property by crossing 
the Joe Rodota Trail.

Parks Director Caryl Hart also deter-
mined that any possible changes to the 
popular bike path to accommodate the 
proposed Dairyman Winery and Distillery 

project would not provide any benefit to 
the trail or the public.

Her decision places Sonoma County 
Regional Parks in direct opposition to the 
plan by winemaker Joe Wagner to turn 
his 68-acre property into a large winery 
and distillery that would produce up to 
500,000 cases of  wine annually and hold 
events with up to 600 guests.

Tennis Wick, director of  the coun-
ty’s Permit and Resource Management 
Department, said Hart’s letter has put the 
brakes on development.

“It’s development 101. No access, no 

project,” Wick said.
An attorney representing Wagner 

disputes the county’s legal reasoning, and 
the 33-year-old winemaker has vowed to 
press on. “We still believe this is the right 
project in the right place,” Wagner said in 
an interview.

In the year since Wagner applied for a 
use permit, the proposed Dairyman proj-
ect has become the highest-profile battle 
over winery development and expansion 
in Sonoma and Napa counties. The fight 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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County parks chief says vineyard owner has no right to cross trail


