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FESTIVE LIGHTING » Spruce 
up your home’s decor 
with candelight.   D1

WARRIORS WIN NAIL-BITER » 
Golden State squeaks out 
win over Detroit.   C1

INJURY WATCH » Raiders 
offense has slowed since 
Carr’s pinkie dislocation.   C1

US rebukes Israel in UN vote
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Bob Mascolo, left, and Gregory Venegas fill out orders Thursday for clients at Food For Thought in Forestville.

Food banks getting less

HOLIDAY GIVING » Some local charities have experienced a 
big drop-off in financial, food donations needed for the year

Berlin 
attack 
suspect 
killed

MILAN — A routine request 
for ID papers outside a deserted 
train station in a Milan suburb 
at 3 a.m. Friday led to a police 
shootout that 
killed the Tu-
nisian fugitive 
wanted in the 
deadly Christ-
mas market at-
tack in Berlin.

While au-
thorities ex-
pressed relief  
that the search 
for Anis Amri 
was over, his four-day run amid 
an intense manhunt raised 
fresh questions about wheth-
er he had any accomplices and 
how Europe can stop extremists 
from moving freely across its 
open borders.

Italian police said Amri trav-
eled from Germany through 
France and into Italy after Mon-
day night’s truck rampage in 
Berlin, and at least some of  his 
journey was by rail. French offi-
cials refused to comment on his 
passage through France, which 
has increased surveillance on 
trains after recent attacks in 
France and Germany.

Italian Premier Paolo Genti-
loni called for greater cross-bor-
der police cooperation, suggest-
ing some dismay that Europe’s 
open frontier policy had enabled 
Amri to move around easily de-
spite being its No. 1 fugitive.

Amri, whose fingerprints and 
wallet were found in the truck 

Some local food banks and 
food pantries are reporting fewer 
donations this year, a trend that’s 
left them wondering if  the dollars 
flowing to national political causes, 
including campaign contributions 
made earlier in the year, came at 
the expense of  end-of-year charita-
ble giving for hunger assistance.

At Food For Thought, unrestrict-
ed, individual donations since the 
election on Nov. 8 are down about a 
third from last year. The nonprofit 

provides groceries, canned food, 
fresh produce and nutritional sup-
plements to Sonoma County resi-
dents living with or affected by HIV, 
AIDS or other serious illnesses.

“In this case, maybe people feel 
there’s going to be more of  a need 
in the political arena,” said Ron 
Karp, Food For Thought’s execu-
tive director.

The drop contrasts with pri-
or years, including 2008, Karp 
said, when end-of-year donations 
increased, most likely because the 
public perceived a greater need for 
charity at the outset of  the econom-

ic downturn.
Karen Gardner, Food For 

Thought’s development director, 
said she expected financial dona-
tions to drop prior to the election. 
But the organization did not 
expect that trend to continue after 
the election. Food For Thought 
received $97,000 in unrestricted 
gifts between Nov. 8 and Dec. 22, 
compared to $143,000 during the 
same period in 2015.

“There are a lot of  unknowns 
on the horizon, from the fate of  

The U.N. Security Council on 
Friday passed a resolution de-
manding that Israel cease Jew-
ish settlement activity on Pales-
tinian territory in a unanimous 

vote that passed when the Unit-
ed States abstained rather than 
using its veto as it has reliably 
done in the past.

The resolution declares set-
tlements constructed on land Is-
rael has occupied since the 1967 
war, including in East Jerusa-
lem, to have “no legal validity.” 

It said settlements threaten the 
viability of  the two-state solu-
tion, and it urged Israelis and 
Palestinians to return to negoti-
ations that will lead to two inde-
pendent nations.

The United States’ abstention 
Friday was a rare rebuke to Is-
rael, and it reflected mounting 
frustration in President Barack 
Obama’s administration over 
settlement growth that the 
United States considers an ob-

stacle to peace. With President 
Obama’s time in office due to 
end in barely a month, his deci-
sion not to veto was a last-min-
ute symbolic statement of  that 
displeasure and a sense of  exas-
peration that the time has come 
for two states to be carved out of  
the contested land.

The administration’s move 
also defied Donald Trump’s 
call on Thursday for the Unit-
ed States to veto the resolution. 

The incoming Trump adminis-
tration has signaled that there 
will be a shift in U.S. policy to-
ward Israel, a point the pres-
ident-elect hammered home 
about an hour after Friday’s 
vote when he tweeted, “As to the 
U.N., things will be different af-
ter Jan. 20th.”

Trump has supported moving 
the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv 

At odds with Trump, Obama declines to block
measure criticizing West Bank settlements
By CAROL MORELLO 
AND RUTH EGLASH
WASHINGTON POST
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Police officer in Milan 
suburb shoots Tunisian 
fugitive at train station

By COLLEEN BARRY 
AND FRANK JORDANS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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After two decades of  debate, 
2016 was the year that Santa 
Rosa decided to make Old Court-
house Square whole again. 

Fifty years after knocking 
down its earthquake-damaged 
courthouse and punching four 
lanes of  traffic through its cen-

ter, the city began the painful, 
messy and expensive process of  
reunifying the two halves of  the 
pedestrian square. 

The ambitious project is be-
hind schedule, $500,000 over 
budget and creating headaches 
for downtown drivers, pedestri-
ans and businesses alike. 

But Mayor Chris Coursey is 
among the many excited about 

the project as ever, pleased to 
see the progress that crews are 
making, and looking forward to 
the final product. 

“I also think this will be one 
of  the biggest stories of  2017 
when it’s done,” Coursey said. 
“Because instead of  being a sto-
ry about ripping up the middle 
of  our city, it’ll be a story about 
transforming the middle of  our 
city.”

Sidelined in the 1990s by dis-

Square closer to reunification, despite delays
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YEAR IN REVIEW » Project $500K over budget and 
behind schedule; city says revitalization has begun
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO REVIEW » PAGE A7

COMING SUNDAY Photographers share memorable photos; read all the year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com

Workers 
remove a 
2,500-gallon 
fuel tank found 
under Old 
Courthouse 
Square in Santa 
Rosa earlier 
this month.

HOW TO HELP
See online donation 
sites to contribute

 ■ Food For Thought, 
fftfoodbank.org

 ■ Redwood Empire 
Food Bank, refb.org

 ■ Friends in Service 
Here in Santa Rosa, 
www.fish-of-santa-
rosa.org 

Anis
Amri


