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SR TENANT PROTECTIONS: 
City Council plan to shield 
renters from eviction hits 
snag after three members 
found to be landlords / A3

INSIDE

COBBLER’S ‘COCO’ CONNECTION »  
Tiny shoe workshop in Sebastopol 
became model for Pixar film.  D1

CONNOISSEUR OF 
NATIVITY SCENES  »  
Sonoma woman’s  
40-year fascination 
grows into collection 
of over 200 pieces.  T1

Stoking fears to drive change

WASHINGTON — Late to his 
own meeting and waving a sheet of  
numbers, President Donald Trump 
stormed into the Oval Office one day 
in June, plainly enraged.

Five months before, Trump had 
dispatched federal officers to the na-
tion’s airports to stop travelers from 
several Muslim countries from en-
tering the United States in a dramat-
ic demonstration of  how he would 
deliver on his campaign promise to 
fortify the nation’s borders.

But so many foreigners had flood-
ed into the country since January, 
he vented to his national security 
team, that it was making a mockery 
of  his pledge. Friends were calling to 
say he looked like a fool, Trump said.

According to six officials who at-
tended or were briefed about the 
meeting, Trump then began reading 
aloud from the document, which his 
domestic policy adviser, Stephen 
Miller, had given him just before the 
meeting. The document listed how 
many immigrants had received visas 
to enter the United States in 2017.

More than 2,500 were from Af-
ghanistan, a terrorist haven, the 
president complained.

Haiti had sent 15,000 people. They 
“all have AIDS,” he grumbled, ac-

cording to one person who attended 
the meeting and another person who 
was briefed about it by a different 
person who was there.

Forty thousand had come from Ni-
geria, Trump added. Once they had 
seen the United States, they would 
never “go back to their huts” in Af-
rica, recalled the two officials, who 
asked for anonymity to discuss a sen-
sitive conversation in the Oval Office.

As the meeting continued, John 

IMMIGRATION » Trump, 
team defying bureaucracy, 
reversing decades of policy
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
AND JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald  
Trump
President Trump 
has berated aides 
over the influx of 
foreigners.

Vetting books: sensitivity or censorship? 

Late last year, novelist Keira Drake 
announced that her publisher was 
giving away copies of  her upcoming 
young adult novel, “The Continent,” 
a fantasy set in a world where two na-
tions have been at war for centuries. 
“It’s raining books!” she wrote.

Her enthusiasm was quickly punc-
tured. Online reviews poured in, and 
they were brutal. Readers pounced 

on what they saw as racially charged 
language in the descriptions of  the 
warring tribes and blasted it as “rac-
ist trash,” “retrograde” and “offen-
sive.” Drake and her publisher, Har-
lequin Teen, apologized and delayed 
the book’s publication.

In the year since, “The Continent” 
has changed drastically. Harlequin 
hired two sensitivity readers, who 
vetted the narrative for harmful 
stereotypes and suggested changes. 
Drake spent six months rewriting the 

book, discarding descriptions such 
as her characterization of  one tribe 
as having reddish-brown skin and 
painted faces. The new version is due 
out in March.

In today’s hair-trigger, hyperreac-
tive social media landscape, where a 
tweet can set off a cascade of  outrage 
and prompt calls for a book’s cancel-
lation, children’s book authors and 
publishers are taking precautions to 

By ALEXANDRA ALTER
NEW YORK TIMES
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In era of 
social media, 
publishers 
using editors 
to reshape 
children’s 
literature in 
myriad ways

Nikki Haley
U.S. Ambassador to the U.N.

US alone 
on Israel 
embassy 
decision

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration has scram-
bled to contain the remarkably 
broad international rejection of  
its new policy toward the divid-
ed city of  Jerusalem, including 
from important allies — using 
threats, assurances and a cold 
shoulder to try to limit the dip-
lomatic damage.

Trump’s announcement this 
month that the United States 
recognizes Jerusalem as Isra-
el’s capital and has initiated 
the process of  relocating the 
U.S. Embassy there has caused 
an extraordinary breach with 
key allies such as Egypt, Jor-
dan, Britain, France and Japan, 
many of  which have character-
ized the move as shortsighted at 
best.

Not one major ally or geo-
political leader has pledged to 
follow the U.S. lead. Many have 
also spoken in new and starkly 
critical fashion against Trump’s 
break with 50 years of  diplomat-
ic convention that treats Jeru-
salem — holy to Jews, Muslims 
and Christians and claimed as 
a capital by two peoples — as 
an open question to be resolved 
only through negotiations.

At the same time, the worst 
fears of  allies and some U.S. dip-
lomats have not materialized. 
U.S. embassies were not imme-

No major ally following  
its Jerusalem lead, but 
no feared reprisals either
By ANNE GEARAN
WASHINGTON POST
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TEMPORARY HOUSING: Andy Luttringer, who was displaced after his Fountaingrove home was destroyed in the Tubbs fire in October, gathers his belongings before 
leaving Santa Rosa’s Flamingo Hotel for the day on Friday. Despite being “a big Christmas guy,” Luttringer didn’t decorate his hotel room because he’s always moving.

The holidays in limbo
TUBBS FIRE » Many displaced residents making best of hotel living 
— even as novelty fades — amid search for permanent housing

At first, the temporary lodg-
ings were kind of  cool, 
despite being brought on 

by an unthinkable disaster.
After the October wildfires 

destroyed his Santa Rosa home, 
Andy Luttringer checked into 
the Flamingo hotel, one of  the 
city’s most iconic inns with its 
pink neon sign and resortlike 
amenities that drew Hollywood 
stars of  yesteryear.

Luttringer and his two adult 
children, Andy, 23, and Laura, 
21, enjoyed a vacation away 
from misery. They could order 
room service, go to the bar or 
lie by the pool.

But the suitcase existence soon 
got old. The family had to switch 

rooms often to make way for oth-
er guests. And they got tired of  
hauling their laundry around. 

The 300-square-foot hotel 
room wasn’t home. 

“It was fun for about the first 
three days,” said Luttringer, 
62, a widower and a retired cop 
who lost his spacious Fountain-
grove house of  18 years in the 
Tubbs fire.

Now, nearly three months 
after they were displaced, the 
Luttringers are still at the Fla-
mingo and plan to stay into the 
new year.

Like many people across 
Sonoma County, they will 
spend Christmas as paying 
guests with a parking lot for a 
view and strangers in the room SALVAGED MEMENTOS: From the ashes of his Fountaingrove home, Luttring-

er was able to retrieve a Western belt buckle and spurs that belonged to his wife, 
who passed away 11 years ago. He’s keeping the recovered items in his office.

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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CHRISTMASTIME IN COFFEY PARK See photos of the decorations being put up by residents to bring holiday cheer to the fire-damaged neighborhood / A12


