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RAIDERS VS. CHARGERS: Oakland fans get 
a Christmas Eve present in the form of an 
overtime win against rival San Diego / C1
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Does ‘artisanal’ equal ‘special’? 

Plans to 
deport 
many in 
new year

WASHINGTON — Immigra-
tion officials are preparing a 
nationwide push in January to 
apprehend and deport Central 
American families who arrived 
in recent years and have been 
ordered by immigration judges 
to leave, according to officials 
familiar with the plan.

The stepped-
up effort will 
target hun-
dreds of  fam-
ilies who de-
cided to follow 
often-danger-
ous smuggling 
routes into the 

U.S., fleeing escalating violence 
and harsh economic conditions 
in El Salvador, Honduras and 
Guatemala, but whose requests 
for asylum have been denied.

Agents are not planning to 
return to workplace raids or 
other dragnet-style tactics that 
can lead to the indiscriminate 
deportation of  people in the 
country illegally, according to 
the officials, who spoke on con-
dition of  anonymity to discuss 
internal plans that have not 
been approved.

More than 100,000 families 
from Central America have 
crossed illegally into the U.S. 
since last year. Some have won 
permission to stay, but many 
have cases that are pending.

The beards said it all, 
really.

Long and well groomed, 
attached to handsome young 
faces, they were the beards of  
men who worked the land. The 
beards of  men who built things 
with their own hands, which, 
we all surmised, were callused 
but clean. Those beards told a 
story about a New York-made 
brand of  handmade chocolate 
of  “meticulous craftsmanship,” 
produced “bean-to-bar” from 
cacao that the two bearded 
brothers and company found-
ers, Michael and Rick Mast, 
brought back after journeying 
to tiny rustic farms overseas.

So when that carefully craft-
ed image began to melt away — 
when the website DallasFood.
org alleged that the Mast Broth-

ers made their $10 bars from 
re-melted Valrhona chocolate 
and the rest of  the food media 
piled on — it’s no surprise that 
everyone focused on the beards.

DallasFood.org titled its 
series “What Lies Behind the 
Beards.” People dug up old 

photos of  the brothers beard-
less, dressed as typical frat 
bros, before they adopted their 
Mennonite-meets-Williamsburg 
look, as if  that alone were proof  
of  fraudulence: The emperor 
has no beard.

But just as that fabled em-

peror truly thought that he was 
purchasing a special (artisanal 
and handmade, we might add) 
suit, we all want to believe that 
we’re buying something mean-
ingful when we shop at the kind 
of  urban Pinterest boutiques 
where you find ceramic mason 
jars and terrariums and $10 
bars of  chocolate. Which is why 
the Mast Brothers story took 
off: Even though they acknowl-
edged that they initially experi-
mented with re-melted choco-
late — but now produce their 
chocolate exclusively bean-to-
bar — people felt duped.

But this isn’t the first time an 
“artisanal” brand has been un-
masked — or unbearded — for 
not practicing what it preaches.

Those small-batch craft rye 
whiskeys, such as Bulleit or 
WhistlePig? Some come from a 
factory distillery.

That “reclaimed” barn wood 
that surrounds you in your 
typical urban-rustic small-
plates restaurant? Chances are, 
it’s not from some picturesque 

Brooklyn chocolate 
controversy has some 
consumers feeling duped

By MAURA JUDKIS
WASHINGTON POST
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Officials say push will 
target Central American 
families denied asylum
By BRIAN BENNETT
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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FOOD INDUSTRY » CRAFTING AN IMAGE

RAMSAY DE GIVE / NEW YORK TIMES 

BEHIND THE BEARDS: A food blogger has accused Rick, left, and Michael Mast, of 
the Brooklyn-based Mast Brothers brand of craft chocolate bars, of faking everything 
from the origins of their beans to their hipsteresque beards.
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Clinton and 
rival Democratic 
candidates react 
to deportation 
report / A2

HOLIDAY TRADITION

How NORAD 
became  
the world’s  
Santa-tracker

It was December 1955, the 
height of  the Cold War, 
when the red phone on 

Col. Harry Shoup’s desk at the 
Continental Air Defense Com-
mand began to ring.

Only an elite few knew the 
number. Odds were good that a 
four-star general from the Pen-

tagon was on 
the other end 
of  the line.

Shoup 
reached for the 
phone. 

“Yes, sir. 
This is Col. Shoup,” he said.

No response.
“Sir? This is Col. Shoup.” 

Pause. “Sir, can you read me all 
right?”

That’s when Shoup heard the 
little girl’s voice.

“Are you really Santa Claus?”
For the past 60 years, offi-

cials at the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command 
at Peterson Air Force Base in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., have 
tracked Santa’s whirlwind tour 
across the globe to deliver pres-
ents on Christmas Eve. Nearly 
9 million people from more 
than 200 countries were expect-
ed to check in with NORAD’s  
Santa-tracking website before 
going to bed on Christmas Eve.

And it all began with that 
phone call.

By KAREN KAPLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Which countries 
wake up earliest 
on Christmas 
Day? / A2
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HOME FOR GOOD: Lara Eventide changes the diaper of her adopted daughter, Starling, on Tuesday in Willits. Eventide and her husband, Chad, had cared for the girl as 
foster parents before the adoption was finalized last week. Starling, born prematurely and with drugs in her system, had been legally surrendered by her birth mother.

The sweetest gift of all
SAFE-HAVEN LAW » Thanks to California statute allowing 
surrender of newborns, this 9-month-old has a lasting home

WILLITS

Christmas arrived early this year at the 
Eventides’ cozy home, where family photos 
dominate the walls and wrapped presents 

are piled high under a festively adorned ever-
green tree.

But the sweetest gift this year wasn’t under the 
tree. It was the finalized adoption last week of  a 
9-month-old girl named Starling Catherine Even-
tide, ending months of  waiting and hoping on the 
part of  parents Lara and Chad Eventide. 

The couple had fostered Starling almost since 
birth, and even named the newborn. Earlier 
this year, they had lost an opportunity to adopt 
another girl they had fostered for almost a year 
because the child’s biological father decided he 
wanted to raise her.

“It feels so good. I can breathe and really 
enjoy our family now,” said Lara Eventide, 34, a 
photographer, graphic artist and seamstress who 

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FAMILY OF FOUR: Lara and Chad Eventide share a moment with their son, Caspian, 6, and their 
newly adopted daughter, 9-month-old Starling, at home in Willits this week.


