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Riches of Las Vegas killer 
may aid his many victims

Las Vegas gunman Stephen Paddock stands out 
among U.S. mass killers because of  his wealth. 
He became a millionaire, according to his family, 
through the buying and selling of  real estate and 
through skillful high-stakes gambling.

His fortune is not big enough — perhaps $5 mil-
lion, according to some estimates — to make a 
significant dent in the likely payouts from law-
suits and claims against Paddock’s estate. But it 
is enough to prompt an unusual legal strategy by 
lawyers for some of  Paddock’s victims, who want 
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Workers install a #VegasStrong banner on the fa-
cade of Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas after more than 
500 people were injured and 58 killed by a gunman 
who opened fire at a concert Oct. 1.

By SERGE F. KOVALESKI
NEW YORK TIMES
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UNUSUAL LEGAL STRATEGY » Some 
estimate Paddock estate worth $5M

WASHINGTON — After 
a halting start, the Republi-
can-controlled 115th Congress 
— sometimes in collaboration 
with President Donald Trump, 
often despite him — has enact-
ed surprisingly far-reaching 
conservative achievements in 
its first year, among them a 
long-promised rewrite of  the tax 
code, oil drilling in the Arctic 
and a series of  lifetime appoint-
ments to the judiciary.

For the new year, Republican 

leaders in the House have their 
sights on programs for the poor 
that they say are too easily ex-
ploited by those who don’t need 
them. 

Trump will move forward 
with a long-promised program 
to rebuild roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure.

And Sen. Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Kentucky, the majority 
leader, is speaking gamely of  
bipartisanship, especially on 
legislation to protect young un-
authorized immigrants brought 
to the country as children, 
whose Obama-era protection 
from deportation will run out in 
March.

On Jan. 20, the latest stop-

GOP lawmakers in 
celebratory mood
Tax overhaul, judicial 
seats seen as redemption 
for 2017’s early missteps 
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Edison Chan brings a little Christmas cheer Dec. 20 to the 
cleaned lot of his family’s former Rincon Ridge home, which 
was destroyed by the Tubbs fire in October, in Santa Rosa’s 

Fountaingrove neighborhood. Residents in neighborhoods affected 

by the wildfires have been keeping with their seasonal traditions 
this year as heartfelt symbols of enduring hope amid all the 
losses and as reminders of the warmth that can be created in the 
places where we choose to gather during this holiday season.   

Christmas filled with hope

TURN TO GOP » PAGE A2

Local family buys back mall

Santa Rosa’s Coddingtown 
Mall has returned to fully local 
ownership after the Codding 
family business last week re-
purchased the 50 percent stake 
in the shopping center previous-

ly owned by mall giant Simon 
Property Group. 

Simon sold its half  of  the mall 
to Codding Enterprises, which 
had retained the other half  of  
the business for the last 12 years, 
for an unknown price in a deal 
completed Thursday, according 
to mall manager Jimmy Scales. 

The family company is led by 
Lois and Lisa Codding, whose 
late grandfather Hugh, a widely 
known figure in Sonoma County 
business and politics, developed 

the mall 55 years ago.
“The mall itself  is going to be 

family run; it’s not going to be 
run by a corporation,” Scales 
said Sunday of  the transaction. 

“It just gives them complete 
control of  what kind of  stores 
they want to go in, what direc-
tion they want to take it. When 
they want to sign a deal with a 
lease they can sign a deal with 
a lease — they don’t have to 
wait for five other approvals 
… Now it can just be done by 

the Coddings.”
A representative of  Simon, 

which still owns the Santa Rosa 
Plaza, couldn’t be immediately 
reached for comment Sunday.

Scales, who was promoted 
from assistant mall manager 
and marketing director as part 
of  the transition, indicated the 
deal has been a long time com-
ing.

“The Coddings have always 
wanted to buy back their mall,” 
he said. “But I would say, proba-

bly in the last six to nine months 
they have been doing whatever 
they needed to do on their part 
to put them in a position where 
they would be able to buy out 
Simon.”

Scales was unfamiliar with 
the exact terms of  the deal, in-
cluding the sales price. He re-
ferred questions about the sale’s 
details to Lois Codding, who 
couldn’t be reached Sunday. 

Property giant Simon 
sells Coddingtown stake 
to Codding Enterprises
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO MALL » PAGE A2


