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LOS ANGELES — Califor-
nia Gov. Jerry Brown 
on Monday ordered 
new tests of  physical 
evidence in the case of  
Kevin Cooper, whose 
high-profile quadru-
ple-murder conviction 
three decades ago has 
come into question in 
recent years.

Brown said in a state-
ment that he was direct-
ing “limited retesting of  certain 
physical evidence in the case and 
appointing a retired judge as a 
special master to oversee this 
testing, its scope and protocols.”

Cooper has maintained his 

innocence throughout the case 
and has claimed that law en-
forcement planted evidence and 
ignored statements by witness-

es that pointed to other 
possible suspects. He has 
lost more than a dozen 
appeals.

Brown’s legal staff has 
been digging into Coo-
per’s 2016 clemency peti-
tion, discussing the case 
with both prosecutors 
and defense attorneys.

In July, Brown said 
he would consider Coo-

per’s request to order additional 
forensic testing in the case. Coo-
per’s attorneys have said some 
key items recovered during the 

Brown backs new DNA 
test in 1983 murder case
By ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The prime suspects in a 2016 
Sebastopol shooting that left 
two people dead and a third in-
jured during a drug deal have 
been arrested in Texas.

FBI agents last week traced 
the pair, identified as Robert Lee 
Randolph, 30, and Maria Tere-
sa Lebron, 28, to an apartment 
in Austin, the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office said Monday. 
Investigative leads led authori-
ties to the apartment, where the 
couple were living with friends, 
Sheriff’s Office spokesman Sgt. 
Spencer Crum said. 

He did not know how long the 

two had lived 
there. 

Crum de-
clined to say 
what tipped 
off authorities 
to the pair’s 
whereabouts. 

“The FBI 
and the U.S. 
Marshals Of-
fice have been working this case 
for two years, trying to locate 
them,” Crum said. “It was good 
ol’ investigative work.”

Aided by the Austin Police De-
partment’s SWAT team, the feds 
served warrants for their arrest 
Friday afternoon. 

Police seized drugs and at 
least one weapon, the Sheriff’s 
Office said. 

The Philadelphia-area couple 
had eluded law enforcement 
since the Oct. 15, 2016, shooting 

at a rural High-
way 116 home 
southeast of  
Sebastopol, au-
thorities said. 

They had 
traveled across 
the country for 
a pot deal in-
volving about 
100 pounds of  

marijuana and cash estimated 
between $100,000 and $200,000, 
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s of-
ficials previously said. 

The meeting was set up by 
John Jessie Mariana, a 28-year-
old Guerneville resident orig-
inally from Philadelphia, the 
Sheriff’s Office said. Mariana 
led Lebron and Randolph to the 
home, where they met with for-
mer Cloverdale teacher Nathan 

Suspects in slayings arrested
Couple wanted in  
Sebastopol double  
homicide found in Texas 
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Known for their yearly Christmas lights display at their 
Crimson Lane home, Jim and Luann Scally renew 
their holiday enthusiasm this year as the house is 

rebuilt. Their home was destroyed along with most of the 
Coffey Park neighborhood in last year’s fires. 

“This gives us hope of how it used to be and how great 
it’s going to be; the hardest thing is learning patience,” Jim 
Scally said. “I’m looking forward to a great 2019.”

See a gallery of more holiday displays online at 
pressdemocrat.com

Rebuilding holiday cheer
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Markets plunge after remarks

WASHINGTON — An attempt by 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
to calm plunging financial markets 
backfired Monday, further rattling 
investors with new fears about 

whether major U.S. banks have 
enough cash on top of  worries about 
interest rates, political instability 
in Washington and a slowing global 
economy.

Adding to the volatile mix was a 
fresh attack on the Federal Reserve 
by President Trump, who declared 
that the central bank was the U.S. 
economy’s “only problem” and that 
it didn’t “have a feel for the market.”

“The Fed is like a powerful golfer 
who can’t score because he has no 

touch — he can’t putt!” Trump said 
on Twitter.

Mnuchin showed he didn’t have 
much touch with investors. His com-
ments preceded the worst Christ-
mas Eve performance on record for 
the benchmark Standard & Poor’s  
500 index, according to data com-
piled by Bloomberg.

The S&P 500 fell 2.7 percent in 
shortened, preholiday trading 
Monday, digging itself  deeper into 
the red. Last week the index had 

its biggest weekly drop since the  
2008 financial crisis, and it’s down 
nearly 20 percent from its Septem-
ber peak. The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 653.17 points Monday, or 
2.9 percent, to 21,792.20.

As a partial federal government 
shutdown entered its third day, two 
top Democrats blamed Trump for 
“plunging the country into chaos.”

“The stock market is 

Treasury secretary’s try at  
calming fears backfires; 
Trump criticizes Fed chair
By JIM PUZZANGHERA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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