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Attack possible in Russian plane crash

Historic visit marks change in Japan

TOKYO — As recently as five years 
ago, a Japanese prime minister was in 
Hawaii for an economic summit meet-
ing, but pointedly stayed away from 
Pearl Harbor.

This week, Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe will fly to Hawaii for the express 
purpose of  visiting the site of  the 
surprise attack on a U.S. naval base  
75 years ago that killed 2,400 Ameri-
cans and drew the country into World 
War II.

It is a sign of  how far public opinion 
in Japan has moved that Abe can make 
the trip to the memorial, accompanied 
by President Barack Obama, to offer 
condolences to the victims.

For decades, Japan has struggled to 
reckon with its wartime history, and 
the Pearl Harbor attack has been cast 

as a tragic but inevitable response to 
a U.S.-led oil embargo that would have 
devastated the Japanese empire.

Because of  domestic political oppo-
sition, it has been all but impossible 
for Japanese leaders to visit Pearl Har-
bor until now. In 1994, when Emperor 
Akihito tried to visit the memorial, 
atop the remains of  the USS Arizona, 
the U.S. battleship on which the worst 
losses occurred, protests from Japan’s 
nationalist right wing prompted him to 

STEVEN ERLER/CAL SPORT MEDIA

Ceremonies were held Dec. 7 at the USS Arizona 
Memorial in Honolulu to mark the 75th anniversary of 
the Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.

SOCHI, Russia — Backed by ships, 
helicopters and drones, Russian res-
cue teams searched Sunday for vic-
tims after a Russian plane carrying 
92 people to Syria crashed into the 
Black Sea shortly after takeoff. In-
vestigators said they were looking 

into every possible cause for the 
crash, including a terror attack.

All 84 passengers and eight crew 
members on the Russian military 
Tu-154 plane are believed to have 
died when it crashed two minutes 
after taking off at 5:25 a.m. in good 
weather from the southern Russian 
city of  Sochi. The passengers in-
cluded dozens of  singers in Russia’s 
world-famous military choir.

More than 3,000 rescue workers on 
32 ships — including more than 100 
divers flown in from across Russia 
— were searching the crash site at 
sea and along the shore, the Defense 

Ministry said. Helicopters, drones 
and submersibles were being used to 
help spot bodies and debris. Power-
ful spotlights were brought in so the 
operation could continue all night.

Emergency crews found fragments 
of  the plane about 1 mile from shore. 
By Sunday evening, rescue teams 
had recovered 11 bodies and Trans-
port Minister Maxim Sokolov said 
fragments of  other bodies were also 
found.

Asked if  a terror attack was a pos-
sibility, Sokolov said investigators 

All 92 people believed dead  
on flight destined for Syria; 
famed military choir aboard
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV  
AND VERONIKA SILCHENKO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Facing no resistance at home, 
Abe to visit Pearl Harbor 

VIKTOR KLYUSHIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russian ships, helicopters and drones search Sunday 
for bodies after a plane carrying 92 people crashed 
into the Black Sea on Sunday in Sochi, Russia.

Deported 
refugees 
get cool 
welcome

KABUL, Afghanistan — 
Three men slumped on their 
cots in a clean but cramped dor-
mitory room. They looked glum 
and shell-shocked, as if  they 
had suddenly found themselves 
in a forbidding foreign place.

In many ways, they had.
Javed Hakimi, Mohsen Ami-

ri and Navid Mohammedi were 
among 45 unhappy passengers 
who arrived here under guard 
on a charter flight from Frank-
furt last week. It was the first 
of  many such flights that are 
expected to return thousands 
of  Afghan asylum seekers from 
Germany under a European 
Union agreement with Presi-
dent Ashraf  Ghani.

Across Western Europe, as 
many as 80,000 Afghans even-
tually may be repatriated after 
their asylum applications are 
rejected, under the agreement 
signed by Ghani and E.U. offi-
cials in October.

After the flight from Frank-
furt landed, some of  the passen-
gers headed for buses home. But 
these three had no one waiting 
for them. They said their imme-
diate families live in Germany, 
and that once their 10-day stay 
at a government rest house ends 
next week, they will have no-
where to go.

“I am completely alone here,” 
said Amiri, 35, who said he sur-
vived a shipwreck off Greece in 
2012 while trying to reach his 
mother and siblings in Germa-
ny. “I was a law-abiding person 
there, and I was training to be a 
house painter, but they rejected 
my asylum case and said I had 
to go home. This is not my home. 
I don’t even know where to start 
looking.”

To German officials, these 

Under EU accord, tens 
of thousands likely to be 
sent back to Afghanistan
By PAMELA CONSTABLE
WASHINGTON POST
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YEAR IN REVIEW » COMMERCIAL FISHING

Changes in ocean’s rhythms in past  
several years have unsettled industry

COMING TUESDAY Commuter rail saw a year of delays in North Bay

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Humbug skipper Brad Riddle, left, and dock hand Tom Kai load crab pots, Dec. 2 in Bodega Bay.  

Time of tumult for sea

BODEGA BAY — In any other 
year, the large bins of  Dunge-
ness crab that are loaded 

dockside in this busy fishing village 
and rolled out by truck to be sold and 
served during the holidays would 
seem like no big deal.

But after an unprecedented delay 

in the 2015-16 commercial season 
forced local crabbers to leave their 
boats tied up through winter and on 
into spring, the tons of  meaty crusta-
ceans that landed in port this month 
have been a welcome sign of  normal-
cy restored, if  only for a moment.

For here on the edge of  the Pacific, 
where commercial fishing remains 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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After dumping a first lot of crab pots, a crew heads back to 
Bodega Bay for another load Dec. 2. 


