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Bridge tolls rise,
but projects stall
MARIA ALEJANDRA CARDONA / LOS ANGELES TIMES

A line at the Men’s Central Jail
forms as inmates who are eligible
to vote wait to be registered with
help from the ACLU.
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President’s Christmas
message: ‘It’s a disgrace
what’s happening’
By KATIE ROGERS
AND EMILY COCHRANE
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump invited reporters
into the Oval Office on Christmas morning to listen to him
call military troops overseas.
He then unleashed another
demand for a border wall — a
$5 billion price tag that has
stalled the federal government
through
the
holidays — and BOY DIES
introduced
a AT BORDER
murky
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eral
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are happy to custody, 2 weeks
work for free after 7-year-old
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fully funded.
“Many of those workers have
said to me — communicated —
stay out until you get the funding
for the wall,” Trump said. “These
federal workers want the wall.”
Trump described immigrants
as criminals and human traffickers, and he espoused plans for
his wall. But he declined to answer questions that invited him
to be more specific, especially
on a contract he said was signed
Monday to begin construction on
a lengthy section of the barrier.

ANALYSIS » Rates near
historic lows, but spiked
as policies put into place
By ABBIE VANSICKLE
AND MANUEL VILLA
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Over the
last decade, California has led
the nation in reducing its prison
population.
The state has shortened sentences and diverted some offenders to the counties for incarceration and supervision,
transforming California’s criminal justice system into what supporters hope will become a humane model around the country.
But amid the changes, crime
has increased in recent years,
sparking debate about the causes
and giving ammunition to those
leading a new effort to roll back
some of the reforms.
An analysis by the Marshall
Project and the Los Angeles
Times found that California’s
crime rates remain near historic
lows, but overall crime surged in
both 2012 and 2015, the years that
immediately followed two major
statewide measures aimed at decreasing the number of people in
prison. Those jumps were mainly driven by increases in property crimes, particularly thefts
from motor vehicles.
After decades of mirroring
national downward trends in
violent crime, California saw a
12 percent increase from 2014 to
2017, while the violent crime rate
in the other 49 states together increased only 3 percent, the analysis showed. In 2014, California
voters approved a ballot measure that reduced sentences for
many low-level drug and property crimes.
California’s property crime
rate fell slightly in the last two
years, but remains 2 percent
higher than it was in 2014. By
contrast, the rate of property
crimes in the rest of the nation
has dropped by 10 percent over
the same period.
There is no simple explanation.
Crime trends vary dramatically from county to county.
Overall, 31 of the state’s 58 counties saw an increase in violent
crime last year, while 22 saw an
increase in property crimes. The
rest stayed flat or declined. What
single factor can explain the fact
that violent crime went up 6 percent last year in Los Angeles but
fell 6 percent in Sacramento?
There also have been large
differences in the way counties
spent the billions in state money allocated to implement the
new measures. Some focused on
building jails, others on recruiting and deploying police, and
still others experimented with
collaborative courts and reentry
programs.
To complicate matters, specific crimes come with their own
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Money generated by $1 toll hikes, set to take effect Jan. 1 on seven of the Bay Area’s bridges, will pay
for upgrades across the region, including to the Highway 37 corridor between Novato and Vallejo.

Revenue from 7 state-owned crossings, meant
to go to upgrades, in limbo pending lawsuit
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

C

ommuters will pay an
extra $1 to cross the
Bay Area’s seven stateowned bridges come Jan. 1, as
part of a voter-approved measure to raise money for major
transit upgrades. But the improvements could be delayed
after state and transportation
officials were hit with an unanticipated legal roadblock,
preventing release of hundreds of millions of dollars for
cash-strapped road projects,
including a North Bay Highway 101 widening.
The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, a statewide
taxpayers’ rights advocacy
group, filed a lawsuit in July
against the California Legislature and the Bay Area Toll
Authority, arguing the ballot
measure allowing $3 in bridge
toll hikes over the next six
years constitutes a tax rather than a fee. Therefore, the
group contends, Regional
Measure 3 should have met
the state requirement of twothirds majority for approval,
instead of the 55 percent support it received from voters
across the Bay Area’s nine
counties.
The legal complaint, filed
in San Francisco Superior
Court, was amended in October, and a date has yet to be set
for the case.
Despite the legal battle, the
first $1 toll increase — 50 cents
in carpool lanes — takes effect

SR tapping
reserves
for fire
consultant
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is one of seven bridges in the Bay
Area that will increase tolls by $1 on Jan. 1.

BRIDGES AFFECTED
Seven Bay Area crossings will have
tolls increased by $1 starting Jan. 1:
■ San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge
■ Richmond-San Rafael Bridge
■ San Mateo-Hayward Bridge
■ Dumbarton Bridge
■ Carquinez Bridge
■ Benicia-Martinez Bridge
■ Antioch Bridge
with the turn of the new year.
The Bay Area Toll Authority
will have to place the revenue
from the increases in escrow
until the case is resolved.
The Bay Area’s Metropolitan Transportation Commission expects the increase,
which applies to all of the
region’s toll bridges except
the independently run Golden Gate, to generate between
$125 and $127 million in the

first year alone. It plans
to use the money to cover
$4.45 billion in transportation
improvements.
Three significant Sonoma
County projects are tied to the
release of the revenue, and as
a result could face delays, depending on how long the lawsuit drags out.
“The unknowns about timing and outcomes are challenging for all of us to plan
and deliver projects,” said
Suzanne Smith, executive director of the Sonoma County
Transportation
Authority.
“The way things work, as far
as I can tell, we could know
next month or in three years.
So it’s hard to plan around as
a result of that.”
The Highway 101 lanewidening project known as

Santa Rosa will dig further
into its budget reserves to pay
an additional $813,000 to the disaster recovery consultant it
retained after the October 2017
fires.
The extension approved by
the Santa Rosa City Council
last week retains London-based
consulting firm Ernst & Young
through May and brings the total maximum value of the contract to $2.3 million. The cost of
the extension was not included
in the city’s current budget forecast, which had estimated Santa
Rosa would have $6.5 million in
reserves.
The cost of fire damage and
the resulting recovery efforts
have eaten into the city’s reserve funding and exacerbated
the strain of Santa Rosa’s existing budget deficit. As a result,
city officials have been bracing
to cut roughly $7 million from
the current budget, though the
city’s funding woes were buoyed
somewhat by the passage of a
quarter-cent sales tax hike approved by voters in November.
The tax increase will take effect
in April.
Ernst & Young, which has
an office in San Francisco, was
hired in December 2017 to help
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RESOLUTION RUN: The Empire Runners Club
poised to go for brisk trot on New Year’s Day
to start year off right, Benefield writes. / C1
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