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INSIDE

Obama says he could have won

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Pacific Outfitters managing partner Chris Ostrom talks about the new compliance laws for semiautomatic rifles — such as the AR-15 — with a 
customer who wished not to give his name in Ukiah on Wednesday.

Beat the ban, or comply?
NEW GUN LAWS » OWNERS WEIGH OPTIONS

Some owners  
retrofit older 
rifles to remove 
banned features

Syria’s 
fate, 
after 
Aleppo

BEIRUT — Under different 
circumstances, Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s capture of  
Aleppo would project an aura 
of  invincibility. He has survived 
nearly six years of  revolt.

Instead, it has underscored 
his dependence on outside pow-
ers.

Turkey, Iran, and Russia have 
tilted recent events in his favor, 
and it is those three players 
— and perhaps the incoming 
Trump administration — that 
are now best placed to deter-
mine Syria’s endgame.

The three nations met in Mos-
cow last week for talks on Syria 
that pointedly included no Syr-
ians, indicating they prefer to 
pursue a grand bargain among 
great powers rather than a do-
mestic settlement between the 
government and the opposition.

The warming of  ties between 
Russia and Turkey, who back 
opposing sides of  the civil war, 
may prove to be a game chang-
er, potentially helping to end a 
conflict that has confounded the 
world’s top diplomats for more 
than five years.

Their joint efforts on Syria — 
there is now talk of  a nationwide 
cease-fire — reflect a desire to 
establish spheres of  influence. 
Turkey might drop its support 
for rebels fighting Assad in ex-
change for freedom of  move-
ment in a border region where 
its troops are battling the Islam-
ic State group and trying to curb 

UKIAH

With a little extra 
money on hand after 
holiday shopping, 

Steven Serna came into Pacific 
Outfitters sporting goods store 
in Ukiah on Wednesday to buy 
a semiautomatic rifle before 

new gun control legislation 
limits the gun’s features in 
California.

He was out of  luck. 
Rifles with bullet buttons for 

the quick swap of  ammunition 
magazines and other soon-to-
be banned features have been 
flying off the shelves, driving 
statewide sales up 40 percent 
by early December.  

Serna said he went straight 
to the North State Street 
outdoor gear store and firearm 
dealer after he learned Dec. 21 
was the last day to purchase 
a gun with bullet buttons, 
because of  the 10-day wait for 
a background check. He said 
he’d shot his first deer sever-

President Barack Obama said 
in an interview released Mon-
day that he could have beaten 
Republican presidential nom-
inee Donald Trump “if  I had  

run again.”
In his most pointed critique 

yet, Obama said Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign acted too cau-
tiously out of  a mistaken belief  
that victory was all but certain.

“If  you think you’re winning, 
then you have a tendency, just 
like in sports, maybe to play it 
safer,” Obama said in the inter-
view with former adviser and 
longtime friend David Axelrod, 
a CNN analyst, for his “The Axe 

Files” podcast.
The president said Clinton 

“understandably . . . looked and 
said, well, given my opponent 
and the things he’s saying and 
what he’s doing, we should fo-
cus on that.”

Trump took exception to this 
critique, tweeting out later in 
the day that “President Obama 
said that he thinks he would 
have won against me. He should 
say that but I say NO WAY! — 

jobs leaving, ISIS, OCare, etc.”
Obama stressed his admira-

tion for Clinton and said she 
had been the victim of  unfair 
attacks. But, as he has in other 
exit interviews, Obama insisted 
that her defeat was not a rejec-
tion of  the eight years of  his 
presidency. To the contrary, 
he argued that he had put to-
gether a winning coalition that 

President: Idea that 
Democrats abandoned  
working class ‘nonsense’
By MICHAEL KRANISH
WASHINGTON POST
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‘Grand bargain’ among 
regional powers could 
make Assad irrelevant 
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YEAR IN REVIEW » COMMUTER RAIL

Problems delay awaited SMART debut
All signals appeared to show 2016 

being the year when commuter trains 
would pull into North Bay stations after 
decades of  anticipation and planning for 
their arrival.

The green-and-gray trains operated by 
the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit au-
thority have become familiar sights and 
sounds on their daily test runs along the 
43-mile rail line from north Santa Rosa to 
downtown San Rafael.

Stations have been built, fares an-
nounced and some of  the finer details 
debated, such as a proposed code of  con-
duct that includes a ban on cellphone 
conversations aboard trains.

But what seemed inevitable took a sud-
den detour in October, when SMART of-
ficials announced they would be unable 
to meet their target of  starting passenger 
service by the end of  the year, in part due 
to faulty train engines. The start date has 
now been pushed back to late spring 2017.
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Workers install a rebuilt engine with a new  
crankshaft into a SMART train at the Rail Operations 
Center in Santa Rosa on Dec. 3.
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COMING TUESDAY A look at the Clayton fire. Read all year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com.


