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UNEXPECTED GIVING: 
Fantasy football players 
donating prize winnings 
to charity in honor of star 
players / C1

INSIDE

Details emerge in motel standoff

Mary Mantynen called her moth-
er in Pahrump, Nevada, three times 
Dec. 21 while law enforcement sur-
rounded the Ukiah motel room she 
was sharing that night with her hus-
band Joseph Mantynen.

The 23-year-old Las Vegas mother 
of  two young sons and a stepdaugh-

ter left two messages before finally 
getting through to her mother, Lori 
Harvey, around 8 p.m.  

“She was crying hysterically and 
told me to say goodbye to her sons,” 
Harvey said. “The last thing I said 
to her was, ‘Don’t be silly, just turn 
yourself  in.’”

But before 9 p.m. Mary Mantynen 
was dead in the bathroom at the 
Sunrise Inn with at least one gun-

shot wound, and her husband was 
charged with murder, even though 
a spokesman for the Mendocino 
County District’s Attorney’s Office 
said the “presumed” fatal shot was 
fired by a member of  the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office SWAT unit.

Sonoma County Sheriff’s deputies 
had tracked the couple to the Ukiah 
motel because they were suspected 
of  stealing multiple weapons Dec. 20 
from a family member in Sonoma.

The motel standoff involved not 

UKIAH » Nevada woman killed in motel room; husband 
charged with murder but not suspected of firing fatal shot
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Mary and 
Joseph 
Mantynen were 
married for six 
months. Mary 
Mantynen was 
killed Dec. 21 
in a standoff 
with sheriff’s 
deputies from 
Sonoma and 
Mendocino 
counties.

FACEBOOK

Trump 
to skip 
Golden 
State

President Trump’s love for all 
things gold apparently doesn’t 
extend to the Golden State.

Trump is about to become 
the first president since Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 64 years ago to 
skip a visit to California during 
his first calendar year in office. 
And he doesn’t appear to have 
any plans to take Air Force One 
to the country’s most populous 

and economi-
cally powerful 
state before he 
marks his first 
full year in of-
fice Jan. 20.

Even past 
presidents who, 
like Trump, 
didn’t win the 
state’s electoral 
votes made it a 
destination, if  
only for Cali-
fornia’s allure 
as the Golden 
State of  cam-
paign cash.

For Trump, it’s ground zero 
for “the resistance.”

A president as fixated on the 
2016 election results as Trump 
may not want to be reminded 
that just 31 percent of  Califor-
nia’s voters chose him while 61 
percent decided “I’m with her” 
— giving Hillary Clinton over 
4 million more votes and the 
state’s 55 electoral votes.

A few weeks afterward, Pres-
ident-elect Trump alleged on 
Twitter that there was “seri-
ous voter fraud” in California, 
as well as in Virginia and New 
Hampshire, claims for which he 

STAYING AWAY » First 
president to pass on 
visit since Eisenhower
By BRIAN BENNETT
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Donald
Trump

INSIDE
Trump upends 
US foreign 
policy, unnerves 
allies / B1

As taxpayers across the na-
tion race to pay their property 
taxes early, assuming they’re 
getting one last shot at a federal 
deduction set to be scaled back 
under the new tax rules, confu-
sion has set in over who exactly 
will benefit from this early-bird 
strategy.

Causing even more 
head-scratching, the Internal 
Revenue Service weighed in on 
the matter late Wednesday, an-
nouncing that these early pay-
ments will be deductible only in 
certain situations. This sent off 
flares in East Coast states where 
folks were doing some things 
the IRS didn’t like; the Washing-
ton Post reported that the IRS 
ruling could invalidate many 
taxpayers’ prepayments and put 
pressure on local governments 
to refund millions of  dollars 

California should be OK on property taxes
IRS blocks some early 
payments if assessments 
haven’t yet been made
By PATRICK MAY
MERCURY NEWS

People line up  
to prepay their 
2018 property 
taxes Thursday 
at Clarkstown 
Town Hall in 
New York. The 
new tax law 
sharply limits 
the itemized 
deduction for 
state and local 
taxes. 
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Amy Marlar embraces her daughter, Logyn, 11, on Dec. 20 as they stand on what used to be the front porch of their Santiago Drive home that was 
destroyed by the Tubbs fire in the Coffey Park neighborhood of Santa Rosa.

Low-income hit harder

Some who used vouchers to pay rent burned out, evicted, on wait lists

TUBBS FIRE » HOUSING

The phone call from Janet 
Thompson’s daughter came 
early in the morning on Oct. 9, 
warning that she was watch-
ing television images of  fire 
near the Santa Rosa Kohl’s, 
just down the street from her 
80-year-old mother, and it was 
probably a good idea to leave 
the area.

Thompson’s daughter, a 
night nurse in Ukiah, told 
her mom she didn’t think the 
flames would pose a threat to 
her federally subsidized home 
of  24 years in the Hopper Lane 
Apartments, but that she still 

wanted to come pick her up just 
to be safe. By then the wind was 
blowing so hard it uprooted a 
tree, and embers glowing in the 
night’s sky flew through the 
complex.

Firefighters arrived and evac-
uated the buildings. Thompson 
barely had time to change out 
of  her bedclothes, while many 
of  her neighbors had even less 
notice.

“Some people were in their 
pajamas and slippers and what 
have you,” said Thompson, 
who’s lived in the North Bay 
since 1981. “I finished dressing, 
grabbed my purse and church 

BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Logyn Marlar, 11, picks up the remains of a toy mailbox that her 
mother, Amy Marlar, would place toys inside as surprises for her.


