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President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump take a photo with U.S. military personnel Wednesday at Al Asad Air Base in Iraq’s Anbar 
province. The surprise trip, which came during a government shutdown, was Trump’s first visit to troops stationed abroad in a combat zone.

Trump visits troops
IRAQ » On first trip to a combat zone, president  
defends decision to withdraw US forces from Syria

Volatile 
stock 
market 
back up

Throughout Wall Street’s 
December meltdown, analysts 
have been saying that markets 
were plunging despite plenty of  
evidence that the U.S. economy 
remains strong and corporate 
profit growth is healthy.

That argument finally found 
listeners Wednesday, when ear-
ly reports of  a strong holiday 
shopping season helped lift the 
S&P 500 by nearly 5 percent, its 
best day since 2009. The Nasdaq 
added 5.8 percent, and the Dow 
Jones industrial average rose 
just under 5 percent. That jump, 
over 1,086 points, represented 
the Dow’s best single-session 
gain ever, although a number of  

President Donald Trump visited U.S. military 
forces Wednesday in Iraq, making his first 
trip to troops stationed in a combat zone 

only days after announcing his intention to with-
draw the United States from foreign wars in Syria 
and Afghanistan.

The trip, shrouded in secrecy, came during a 
partial government shutdown and less than a 
week after Trump disrupted the military status 
quo and infuriated even some of  his political allies 
by announcing plans to withdraw all troops from 
Syria and about half  from Afghanistan. The pres-
ident’s decision on Syria led to the resignation of  
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis.

Speaking to troops at Al Asad Air Base, Trump 
defended his move in Syria.

“We’re no longer the suckers, folks,” the presi-
dent said, adding, “Our presence in Syria was not 
open-ended, and it was never intended to be per-
manent. Eight years ago, we went there for three 
months, and we never left.”

Trump, who visited the air base with his wife, 

Tech stocks, oil prices 
and a quieter White 
House drive rebound
By EMILY FLITTER
NEW YORK TIMES

By ANNIE KARNI, MARK LANDLER  
AND THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump speaks to members of the U.S. military in a rally Wednesday at Al Asad Air Base 
in Iraq. The president on Wednesday defended his decision to withdraw U.S. forces from 
Syria, where they have been helping battle Islamic State militants. 

US expands 
health checks 
for migrants

The Border Patrol check-
point outside Alamogordo, New 
Mexico, sits on the edge of  a 
forbidding desert of  white gyp-
sum sands so remote that the 
Defense Department routinely 
conducts missile testing in the 
area.

Like most Border Patrol sta-
tions, the checkpoint is not set 
up to house children. But 8-year-
old Felipe Alonzo Gomez and 
his father were there on Christ-
mas Eve, and the boy was grow-
ing sicker.

The pair had been caught en-
tering the United States illegally 

By MARIA SACCHETTI  
AND ROBERT MOORE
WASHINGTON POST
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Thousands losing carpool lane access
Clarence Dold’s 
Nissan Leaf is 
one of about 
215,000 electric 
or hybrid 
vehicles in 
California that 
will lose access  
to carpool 
lanes on Jan. 1 
under a new 
state law.

BETH SCHLANKER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Clarence Dold has been a 
proud owner of  a used Nissan 
Leaf  electric car since 2016. 
Back when he was commuting 
to San Mateo from his home 
in Santa Rosa, being able to 
slide into the carpool lane and 
cruise past cars sitting idly in 

traffic was an added bonus to 
the smaller climate footprint of  
his electric vehicle. But as of   
Jan. 1, Dold and nearly 215,000 
zero- and low-emission car own-
ers in the state of  California are 
set to lose their clean-air carpool 
status. That group is composed 
of  electric and hybrid vehicles.

The state Legislature last 
year passed a measure that will 
no longer recognize the yellow 
carpool decals on clean-air vehi-
cles purchased before 2017. Only 
vehicles purchased since then 
will qualify for the new passes, 

which are red. Those qualifying 
owners will have to apply to the 
state for the new passes. 

Dold, who learned of  the new 
law only weeks ago, said he felt 
the change unfairly treats driv-
ers who have long invested in 
low-emission vehicles. 

“What upsets me is that I 
thought I was going to get to 
use the decal for three years, 
and had I waited even just a few 
months, I would have qualified 
for the extension,” Dold said.

Clean-air vehicles bought 
before 2017 won’t be 
eligible in new year
By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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