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Dispute
roils high 

school 
team

A high school basketball tour-
nament set to begin Monday in 
Fort Bragg has been thrust into 
the national discussion over po-
lice killings of  unarmed black 
men, after Mendocino High’s 
girls team was disinvited be-
cause its players refused to stop 
wearing a T-shirt with the slo-
gan “I Can’t Breathe” during 
warmups.

The debate has pitted social-
ly progressive high school stu-
dents from Mendocino against a 
blue-collar Fort Bragg commu-
nity still mourning the killing 
of  Ricky Del Fiorintino, a Men-
docino County sheriff’s deputy 
and popular wrestling coach 
at Fort Bragg High who was 
gunned down in March by an 
Oregon fugitive.

The controversy over the 
T-shirts, which bear the last 
words of  Eric Garner, the New 
York man who died after a police 
officer put him in a chokehold, 
has amplified a fierce athlet-
ic rivalry between the coastal 
towns. With invective circu-
lating on social media such as 
Facebook, the Fort Bragg Uni-
fied School District decided to 
invite a girls team from Round 
Valley in place of  the Mendoci-
no girls team. The Cardinals’ 
boys team still will take part in 
Monday’s Vern Piver Holiday 
Classic Tournament, minus one 
player who preferred to contin-
ue protesting.

Fort Bragg school officials 
said they feared a tournament 
designed to raise money for 
the basketball program would 
instead become an emotional-
ly charged political debate that 
could result in violence.

Mendocino girls basketball 
players disinvited to tourney 
over ‘I can’t breathe’ T-shirts
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A year rattled by 
protest, drought, quake

TOP 10 
STORIES
1. Decision not to 
file charges against 
deputy in shooting 
of 13-year-old 
Andy Lopez.
2. Supervisor Efren 
Carrillo acquitted 
of peeking charges.
3. Months of 
drought, followed 
by deluge.
4. Magnitude-6.0 
quake hits Napa.
5. Beef recall, 
charges over 
Petaluma 
slaughterhouse.
6. Palm Drive 
Hospital closes; 
new Sutter facility 
opens.
7. Shake-ups mark 
Sonoma County 
elections.
8. Sonoma Clean 
Power launches.
9. Economy 
on the rebound.
10. New protection 
for coastal lands.

INSIDE
TRIBUTES:  
Key North Coast 
citizens who died 
in 2014 B1
THE YEAR 
IN BUSINESS: 
Birth of Keysight, 
shifting casino 
fortunes among 
top stories  E1
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LOPEZ PROTEST, JULY 12: Demonstrators stopped traffic near the downtown Santa Rosa exit of Highway 101 during a march in Santa Rosa following 
Sonoma County District Attorney Jill Ravitch’s decision not to file criminal charges against the sheriff’s deputy who fatally shot 13-year-old Andy Lopez.

The earth moved on the 
North Coast in 2014.

Feet pounded the 
ground in protest, the balance 
of  political power shifted and 
an August earthquake south 
of  Napa struck terror in the 
darkness.

The year’s biggest stories 
were the decision not to bring 
criminal charges against 
a Sonoma County sheriff’s 
deputy who shot and killed a 
13-year-old boy, and the acquit-
tal of  Sonoma County Supervi-
sor Efren Carrillo on a charge 
of  peeking.

A magnitude-6.0 earthquake 
that struck in the early morn-
ing of  Aug. 24 south of  Napa 
once again jolted the region 
awake to the realities of  living 
in California. A fourth year 
of  withering drought through 
spring and summer dominated 
headlines, before being sup-
planted in December by the 
most significant rainstorms 
in years. Those storms filled 
reservoirs and farm ponds and 
pushed the Russian River above 
flood stage in Guerneville for 
the first time since 2006.

Beyond the drought, there 
was a seismic shift in local 
agriculture, punctuated by a 
massive beef  recall after federal 
agents raided Rancho Feeding 
in Petaluma and uncovered 
what authorities said was a 
pattern of  deceitful behavior, 
including swapping out the 
heads of  slaughtered cows with 
eye cancer.

But 2014 also was a year 
when Sonoma County’s 
health care system changed 
significantly, with Palm Drive 
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CARRILLO VERDICT, APRIL 28:  Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo embraces his 
family after he was found not guilty of attempting to peek into a woman neighbor’s home. The 
5th District supervisor refused a call by his colleagues in May to step down.
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DROUGHT’S EFFECTS, SEPT. 30:  A dead carp lies on the parched lake bed of Lake 
Mendocino in Ukiah. After heading into October with the fourth-driest water year on record, 
November and December brought much-needed rain that helped counteract the dry spell.

2014 IN REVIEW

Lopez case, Carrillo acquittal among top stories of past 12 months 
By DEREK MOORE
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AirAsia plane 
with 162 on 

board missing

JAKARTA, Indonesia — An 
AirAsia plane with 162 peo-
ple on board lost contact with 
ground control today while fly-
ing over the Java Sea after tak-
ing off from a provincial city in 
Indonesia for Singapore.

The two countries immediate-
ly launched a search and rescue 
operation but there was no word 
on the plane’s whereabouts 
more than six hours after it 
went missing.

AirAsia, a regional low-cost 
carrier with presence in several 
Southeast Asian countries, said 
in a statement that the missing 
Airbus A320-200 was on its sub-
mitted flight plan route. How-
ever, it had requested deviation 
due to weather before commu-
nication with the aircraft was 
lost while it was still under the 
control of  the Indonesian Air 
Traffic Control.

“We don’t dare to presume 
what has happened except that 
it has lost contact,” Djoko Mur-
jatmodjo, Indonesia’s acting 
director general of  transporta-
tion, told reporters. He said the 
last contact between pilot and 
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