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Japan’s Abe pays tribute to fallen
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Dominique Soileau plays Tuesday with adopted foster child Kymber McPherson, 5, at their home in Guerneville.

Wanted: ‘Real’ families
FOSTER CARE » County officials, agencies band together to put  
emphasis on need for stable, permanent homes for children

Dominique Soileau humbly admits she 
and her husband, Kevin McPherson, 
have big hearts   — but she insists they 

aren’t any bigger than most.
Five years ago, when a doctor told the them 

that birthing a child would require a medical-
ly invasive procedure, the young west county 
couple started thinking about adopting a foster 
child. Soileau and McPherson, who years ago 
took in and raised a goddaughter from birth, 
knew they could love a child that wasn’t “bio-
logically our own.” But like many others, they 
had misconceptions about what the foster care 
system was looking for.

Did they have enough money? Were they 
normal enough? Did they have the patience and 
empathy to care for child who would possibly 
require special attention and an extra amount 
of  love? The answers to those questions came 
with time, after permanently taking in Kymber, 
who turns 5 years old next month, and Bella, 3 
— both adopted as infants.

Seven months ago, they took in 1- and 2-year-
old siblings in an emergency foster placement, a 
temporary arrangement. But Soileau resists the 
label of  super-parent.

The need for more couples like Soileau and 
McPherson has become even more urgent. Begin-
ning in January, counties are expected to start 
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President Barack Obama listens to Japanese Prime  
Minister Shinzo Abe on Tuesday at a ceremony to honor 
those killed in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii —  
Seventy-five years after Imperial Jap-
anese warplanes destroyed the Pa-
cific fleet here and drew the United 
States into World War II, Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe of  Japan on Tuesday 
stood next to President Barack Obama 
at the site of  the attack and offered re-
pentance but did not apologize.

“I offer my sincere and everlasting 

condolences to the souls of  those who 
lost their lives here, as well as to the 
spirits of  all the brave men and wom-
en whose lives were taken by a war 
that commenced in this very place, 
and also to the souls of  the countless 
innocent people who became victims 
of  the war,” Abe said.

He added, “We must never repeat 
the horrors of  war again.”

For his part, Obama described in 
detail what occurred on the day of  the 
attack, highlighted acts of  heroism by 
American service members and said 
that the visit of  Abe “reminds us of  
what is possible between nations and 
between peoples.'’

Obama added, in what seemed a 

warning after the scorching U.S. presi-
dential campaign: “Even when hatred 
burns hottest and the tug of  tribalism 
is at the most primal, we must resist 
the urge to turn in. We must resist the 
urge to demonize those who are differ-
ent. The sacrifice made here, the angst 
of  war, reminds us to seek the divine 
spark that is common to all humani-
ty.”

The president and prime minister 
made their remarks at the end of  a 
long pier that overlooks Pearl Harbor 
and the memorial to the attack — a 
small building on top of  the carcass 
of  the battleship USS Arizona in Pearl 

PEARL HARBOR » Obama at 
Hawaii ceremony urges US 
to resist demonizing others
By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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“If you yourself 
came from the 
perfect family, 
it’s kind of hard 
to relate to what 
these children are 
going through.”
DOMINIQUE SOILEAU, 
foster parent on the selection 
process by adoption agencies

Carrie Fisher

A galaxy 
far, far 
away loses 
princess

NEW YORK — No one could 
make us laugh through the pain 
like Carrie Fisher.

The daughter of  Hollywood 
stars Eddie Fisher and Deb-
bie Reynolds, and a survivor 
of  early fame, drug addiction 
and bipolar disorder, she wrote 
with unsentimental wit and un-
derstanding about her private 
struggles and about an indus-
try she was raised in but stood 
apart from.

Fisher, known to the world as 
Princess Leia of  “Star Wars,” 
died Tuesday at 60, four days 
after falling ill aboard an airline 
flight. Media reports said the 
actress had suffered a heart at-
tack.

“I do believe you’re only as 
sick as your secrets. If  that’s 
true, I’m just really healthy,” 
she said in a confessional 2009 
interview with the Associated 
Press.

The public fell in love with 
her twice: as Princess Leia and 
as the wry truth-teller of  such 
books as “Postcards From the 
Edge,” “Wishful Drinking” and 
“The Princess Diarist,” in which 
she revealed having an intense 

‘Star Wars’ actress 
also a writer, child of 
Hollywood celebrities
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Once more, Lake County 
approaches the New 
Year in the wake of  a 

devastating fire. The Clayton 
fire tore through Lower Lake 
in August, gutting much of  
its historic downtown just 
11 months after the deadly and 

destructive Valley fire — the 
largest of  three major wildfires 
in the county in 2015 — burned 
forests and subdivisions to the 
south and west.

The Clayton fire scorched 
3,929 acres of  the drought-
parched county and destroyed 
300 structures, including homes 
and businesses. Cal Fire has 
estimated the firefighting cost 

at $18.6 million, according to 
spokesman Scott McLean. 
Cleanup efforts cost about 
$8 million, according to CalRe-
cycle.

“It’s been a hard two years,” 
said Dee Yates, owner of  Lower 
Lake Coffee Co. on Main Street. 
Her business suffered minor 

Outrage blended with despair 
amid multiple arson charges
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SCORCHED EARTH: A home burns in Lower Lake during the Clayton fire on 
Aug. 14 in Lake County. The fire tore through the area 11 months after the Valley fire.
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COMING THURSDAY Homelessness in the county. Read all the year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com/2016stories.

YEAR IN REVIEW » CLAYTON FIRE


