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Fire expenses hit record levels
WORSENING TREND » More than 9.5M acres burned
across the country, crippling Forest Service’s budget
By BETTINA BOXALL
LOS ANGELES TIMES

State and federal firefighting
costs soared to record levels this
year as wildfires scorched more
than 9.5 million acres across the

country, continuing a trend that
is playing havoc with the U.S.
Forest Service budget.
The agency spent $2.4 billion
battling wildfires in federal fiscal year 2017, which ended Sept.
30. And that doesn’t even include

the Forest Service’s share of the
North Bay fires and the Thomas
fire, which is still burning in Los
Padres National Forest.
Only halfway through the
state fiscal year, the California
Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection has already
spent $699 million fighting wildland blazes that turned California’s 2017 fire season into the

deadliest and most destructive
on record.
The rising costs are sucking
funds from other Forest Service
programs, such as recreation
and maintenance. And the longer fire season has pushed state
officials to spend more taxpayer
money expanding California’s
year-round firefighting staff.
There have been some years

CODDINGTOWN MALL » With repurchase, founder’s heirs take charge of
various businesses, move toward final transformation of shopping center

Family reworking retail

of respite, but in general, firefighting costs have been climbing since 2000.
“It’s just getting worse and
worse,” Forest Service spokeswoman Jennifer Jones said.
This is the fifth year since
2006 that national burn acreage topped 9 million, with 2015
TURN TO FIRE » PAGE A6
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Bring in
2017 at
restored
square
1st outdoor downtown
New Year’s celebration
in 15 years free to public
By DAN TAYLOR
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With the new year right around the corner, sisters Lorin Rose, left, and Jolen Philbrook shop for calendars Tuesday at Coddingtown Mall.
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he return of Coddingtown Mall to
local ownership earlier this month
fulfilled a long-held desire by the
family of late developer Hugh Codding to
regain control of Sonoma County’s largest
mall and complete its transformation from
a frumpy local shopping center to a more
stylish lifestyle destination.
Codding Enterprises has been working for
months toward repurchasing the 50 percent
stake it sold in the mall in 2005 to Simon
Property Group, the largest mall owner in
the nation.
Terms of the deal, which closed Dec. 21,
were not disclosed, but the purchase price
was in the tens of millions of dollars, said
Lois Codding, granddaughter of Hugh Codding, who built the mall in 1962. He died in
2010 at age 92.
The buyout was a mutual decision that
made good business sense for both the
TURN TO CODDINGTOWN » PAGE A2

The first major outdoor New
Year’s Eve celebration in downtown Santa Rosa for the past decade and a half will bring in the
new year Sunday night at the
newly restored Old Courthouse
Square.
Free to the public, “New Year’s
Eve on the Square,” also will be
the first New Year’s bash at the
square since it was reunified in
the spring, after being split for
more than 50 years by Mendocino Avenue.
“We want to make this a sustainable, ongoing annual event
for the long term, not just this
year. We can celebrate together
instead of sitting at home and
watching TV,” said Sonu Chandi, president and CEO of Chandi
Hospitality Group, which is hosting the inaugural event, in hopes
that other sponsors will join the
effort in future years.
“We were talking about how
we could do something on the
square, because we’ve got to
use this space more often,” said
Chandi, who also serves on the
board of the Santa Rosa Metro
Chamber of Commerce.
“In light of everything that’s
happened recently to our community, I think these events are
so important,” said Janet Rogers,
the chamber’s vice president of
member services. “We got close
to 5,000 people at our tree lighting
the day after Thanksgiving, and I
attribute some of that to the fires
in October. People want to go to
events where they can feel good
and be part of the community.”
The New Year’s Eve event will
TURN TO NEW YEAR » PAGE A2

Noe Gordillo takes the opportunity to get a chair massage Tuesday with his grandson, Ysha
Gordillo, 5, while he waits for his wife, Mary, to finish shopping at Nordstrom Rack.

Study challenges bone health supplements
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Data indicate calcium,
vitamin D do nothing
to prevent fractures
By KAREN KAPLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

If taking more vitamin and
mineral supplements is part of
your plan for a healthier new
year, a new study may prompt
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you to reconsider.
Researchers who scoured
the medical literature for evidence that calcium and vitamin D pills could help prevent
bone fractures came up empty.
Their analysis focused on
adults older than age 50 who
lived on their own (that is, not
in a nursing home or other
type of residential care facility).

Fractures are a serious
health concern for this population — previous studies have
found that about 40 percent of
women in this age group will
wind up with at least one “major osteoporotic fracture” at
some point in their lives, and
that among adults who break
a hip, 20 percent died within a
year of their injury.
The researchers, led by Dr.

Jia-Guo Zhao of Tianjin Hospital in northeastern China,
combed through clinical trials,
systematic reviews and other
reports published in the last
decade, since late 2006.
They identified 51,145 people
who were included in studies
assessing the role of calcium
and/or vitamin D in preventTURN TO SUPPLEMENTS » PAGE A2
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