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Harbaugh leaving: What’s next?

Photos by KENT PORTER / Press Democrat

Heather Cleveland of San Francisco collects pigs ears, or Gomphus clavatus, on Saturday at Salt Point State Park on the Sonoma Coast. 

Fungi Foraging
BOUNTIFUL SEASON: Recent heavy rains have led to profusion of mushrooms 
throughout North Coast; chefs, gatherers highlight abundance with special events

Marking
end to 
combat 
mission

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
war in Afghanistan, fought for 
13 bloody years and still raging, 
came to a formal end Sunday 
with a quiet flag-lowering cere-
mony in Kabul that marked the 
transition of  the fighting from 
U.S.-led combat troops to the 
country’s own security forces.

In front of  a small, hand-
picked audience at the head-
quarters of  the NATO mission, 
the green-and-white flag of  the 
International Security Assis-
tance Force was ceremonially 
rolled up and sheathed, and the 
flag of  the new international 
mission called Resolute Support 
was hoisted.

U.S. Gen. John Campbell, 
commander of  ISAF, commem-
orated the 3,500 international 
soldiers killed on Afghan battle-
fields and praised the country’s 
army for giving him confidence 
that they are able to take on the 
fight alone.

“Resolute Support will serve 
as the bedrock of  an enduring 
partnership” between NATO 
and Afghanistan, Campbell told 
an audience of  Afghan and in-
ternational military officers and W ith a slight bend of  his knee, 

Patrick Hamilton crouches 
down and reaches into the 

woody undergrowth of  the forest at 
Salt Point State Park north of  Jenner, 
and picks from the ground a yellowish 
sponge-like mushroom. 

“Start looking at the ground around 
you, and you’ll begin to find your 
mushroom eyes,” Hamilton says, 
presenting the mushroom, commonly 
referred to as the Poor Man’s Slippery 
Jack, to a small crowd of  novice mush-

room hunters. 
“When you find your mushroom 

eyes, you’ll start seeing mushrooms 
everywhere,” Hamilton said. 

Hamilton’s schedule has been 
packed. The longtime professional 
mushroom hunter said Sonoma Coun-
ty’s recent rainfall has led to explo-
sions of  mushrooms — both poisonous 
and edible — on drought-stricken lands 
throughout the county. The deluge, 
with seasonal totals of  between 15 and 
32 inches of  rain, has soaked grassy 
hillsides, filled streams and turned 
lawns green, providing the ideal envi-

A Google gentrification fight 
that doesn’t involve Bay Area

The locals say they don’t like the tech 
folks pouring into town to work at plac-
es like Google. They’re insular. They’re 
driving up housing prices. And they fear 
those newcomers are more like invaders 
than people trying to fit into their new 
community.

For once, this is not about San Francis-
co.

In Boulder, Colo., Google is running 
into problems that would be quite famil-
iar to people in the Bay Area. Over the 
past month, as the City Council approved 
a plan to let Google build a 4-acre cam-
pus where the company would have the 
space to quintuple its local workforce to 

BRETT WILHELM / New York Times

A cyclist descends the Boulder Creek Bike Path in 
Boulder, Colo. Google’s plans to expand in the city 
have raised concerns among residents. 

After 13 years,
US, NATO formally conclude

war in Afghanistan
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Jed York and Jim Harbaugh 
talked at midfield Sunday 
before the 49ers defeated 

the Arizona Cardinals 20-17 in 
the final game of  the season, 
a game that didn’t matter for 
the home team, the home team 
already eliminated from the 
playoffs. York and Harbaugh 
talked for everyone to see. You 
would have thought they were 

friends. 
It was a theatrical 

moment, both play-
ing a part — that 
they were two men 
with a common pur-
pose and a common 
vision. They seemed 
to like each other. 
Forget that York ap-
peared to undermine his coach 
all season. On the field, they 
moved toward each other and 
exchanged a manly hug, and 
then they walked away from 
each other dripping sweetness.

A few hours later, the 49ers 
issued a news release: They 
and Harbaugh had “mutual-

ly agreed to part 
ways.” Harbaugh 
won’t serve the final 
year of  his contract 
and, according to the 
release, “Harbaugh 
is now free to consid-
er his next coaching 
opportunity without 
any constraints.”

That implies he can pursue 
jobs in the NFL, although it has 
been widely reported he will 
become coach at the University 
of  Michigan.

What are we left with?
Great memories of  the 

Harbaugh era that, in retro-

Coach, 49ers part ways; 
reports say he may take job 
at University of Michigan
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Mushrooms picked on the forest floor of Salt 
Point State Park.

State’s water 
for almonds 
may run dry

SACRAMENTO — Califor-
nia’s almond orchards have been 
thriving over the past decade 
and now provide an $11 billion 
annual boost to the state econo-
my. Covering 860,000 acres, they 
account for 80 percent of  world 
production. But the growth 
coincides with another record 
development here — drought — 
and the extensive water needs 
of  nut trees are posing a sharp 
challenge to state water policy.

Farmers in the area where al-
mond production has been most 
consistent have relied on water 
from a federally controlled proj-
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San Francisco 
49ers coach 
Jim Harbaugh 
shakes hands 
with San 
Francisco 
49ers owner 
Jed York on 
Sunday.

INSIDE: 
Job status takes center stage in Harbaugh’s final game as 49ers head coach / C1
Big decisions for Raiders heading into offseason smarting from loss to Broncos / C1

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat


