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‘CLOWN PRINCE’ OF BASKETBALL DIES: 
Meadowlark Lemon, showman and skilled 
player for Harlem Globetrotters, was 83 / A7
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CLOVERDALE 
COMEBACK »  
Eagles outlast 
Mt. Eden for 
first-round win at 
Sonoma County 
Classic.   B1

ELEPHANT SEAL’S 
WRONG TURN »  
Massive marine 
mammal snarls 
afternoon traffic 
as it tries to cross 
Highway 37.   A3

Feds join investigation of fires
THE DAMAGE: 
Cal Fire’s Eric 
Campbell, left, 
Brion Borba and 
Rob Cassady 
work Saturday  
following a fire at 
the Russian River 
Health Center in 
Guerneville.

INSIDE: Clinic’s 
services continue 
despite burned 
building / A2

Russian River fire officials 
are expanding their investiga-
tion into a string of  blazes that 
destroyed or seriously damaged 
three homes, a public health 
center and a shuttered inn over 

10 days.
Federal investigators with 

the Bureau of  Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives 
have joined the probe to find out 
who started a fire in the middle 
of  the night Saturday that par-
tially gutted the Russian River 
Health Center, a key hub for 
medical services in west Sono-
ma County.

The town has been struck by 
five predawn fires since Dec. 17. 
Two of  the fires seem to have 
legitimate causes, but three are 

suspicious, said Max Ming, Rus-
sian River and Forestville fire 
chief.

The timing and proximity of  
all five fires — including three 
downtown within a few blocks 
— have raised officials’ level of  
concern.

“Our suspicious radar is still 
up right now on all of  these,” 
Ming said.

It’s too early to say whether 
there is a fire bug at work, or 

GUERNEVILLE » String 
of 5 blazes in 10 days 
raises officials' suspicions 
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Karl Anderson pauses last week outside his Bodega home, where he built a rainwater catchment system, complete with tanks that hold 
15,000 gallons. “More people should collect rainwater off their roofs,” he said. “It’s not hard to do.”

Capturing rainwater
LIVING WITH DROUGHT » Rooftop catchment systems help 
rural Sonoma County residents — and coho salmon

Rain on the roof  at Karl Andersen’s 
home in Bodega is more than a 
sweet sound of  the season after four 

dry years. 
It means he has enough water to irrigate 

his garden and greenhouse through the 
next fall, and that, in turn, means more 
water for the coho salmon in Salmon 
Creek, which meanders through the 
near-coast hamlet where Alfred Hitchcock 
famously filmed “The Birds” in 1963.

Rain runs off Andersen’s roof  and 
through pipes into three green plastic 
storage tanks that hold a total of  15,000 

gallons of  water, a valuable amenity in a 
water-scarce corner of  Sonoma County 
with California now officially in a fifth 
year of  drought. 

“They are just about ready to overflow 
for Christmas,” Andersen said last week, 
noting that December rains nearly topped 
off the tanks.

Because the state gets most of  its rain 
in the winter and most of  it escapes into 
the Pacific Ocean, the idea of  capturing 
rainwater in tanks and ponds is gaining 
momentum, including a financial boost 
from Sonoma County’s two resource con-
servation districts.

The Sonoma RCD, which covers most 
of  the county, and the Gold Ridge RCD, 

which covers the west county, are offering 
funds for the design and construction of  
water storage systems on rural homes and 
ranches in five watersheds that support 
coho salmon.

The Gold Ridge district, founded in 
1941, has funded 20 projects in the past 
five years, including the tanks at Anders-
en’s home and a 35,000-gallon tank nearby 
next to the Bodega Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, which uses the water primarily for 
firefighting rather than outdoor irriga-
tion.

Another project, that wasn’t part of  
the current grant program, installed a 
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CLEVELAND: Mayor Frank 
Jackson, right, speaks as Police 
Chief Calvin Williams looks on.

Jury: No 
charges 
in death 
of boy, 12

A grand jury declined Mon-
day to charge a Cleveland pa-
trolman who fatally shot a 
12-year-old boy holding a pellet 
gun, capping more than a year 
of  investigation into a case 
that added to national outrage 
over white officers killing Afri-
can-Americans.

In announcing the decision, 
Timothy McGinty, the Cuyahoga 
County prosecutor, said he had 
recommended that the grand 
jurors not bring charges in the 
killing of  the boy, Tamir Rice, 
who was playing with the gun 
outside a recreation center in 
November 2014.

McGinty said the fatal en-
counter had been a tragedy 
and a “perfect storm of  human 
error, mistakes and miscom-
munciations.” But he said that 
enhancement of  video from the 
scene had made it “indisput-
able” that Tamir, who was black, 
was drawing the pellet gun from 
his waistband when he was 
shot, either to hand it over to the 
officers or to show them that it 
was not a real firearm. He said 
that there was no reason for the 
officers to know that, and that 
the officer who fired, Timothy 
Loehmann, had a reason to fear 
for his life.

The case began when a caller 
to 911 said a male was pointing 
a gun at people in a Cleveland 
park. The caller added that 
the gun was “probably fake,” 
and that the person waving it 
was “probably a juvenile.” But 
those caveats were not relayed 
to Loehmann or his partner, 
Frank Garmback, who was driv-
ing the patrol car. Loehmann, 
who is white, opened fire within 
seconds of  arriving at the park. 
Garmback was also spared any 
charges.

The shooting in Cleveland 
came just two days before a 
grand jury in Missouri declined 
to indict a white police officer in 
Ferguson who fatally shot Mi-

In 2014, officer shot 
youth holding pellet gun 
at Cleveland park

By MITCH SMITH
NEW YORK TIMES
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An apology, if not closure, for ‘comfort women’

SEOUL, South Korea — More than 
70 years after the end of  World War II, 
South Korea and Japan reached a land-
mark agreement Monday to resolve their 
dispute over Korean women who were 
forced to serve as sex slaves for Japan’s 
Imperial Army.

The agreement, in which Japan made 

an apology and promised an $8.3 million 
payment that would provide care for the 
women, was intended to remove one of  
the most intractable logjams in relations 
between South Korea and Japan, both 
crucial allies to the United States. The 
“comfort women” have been the most 
painful legacy of  Japan’s colonial rule of  
Korea, which lasted from 1910 until Ja-
pan’s World War II defeat in 1945.

The Japanese and South Korean for-
eign ministers, announcing the agree-
ment in Seoul, said each side considered 
it a “final and irrevocable resolution” of  
the issue.

HONG JI-WON / YONHAP 

Former South Korean sex slaves wait for results of 
a meeting Monday of South Korean and Japanese 
foreign ministers in Gwangju, South Korea. 

By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES

Japan, Korea governments 
agree to resolve long dispute 
over WWII-era sex slavery


