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OUTDOOR SPACE IN ROSELAND » Parents, kids show 
delight in new Bayer Neighborhood Park.  D1

WARRIORS DOWN RAPTORS » Durant helps Golden 
State bring it home in 121-111 win over Toronto.  C1
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US AGENTS TOOK $15M IN BRIBES: Nearly 200 
Homeland Security workers took payments to 
cover up immigration issues, records show / B1
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Actress 
dies day 
after her 
daughter

Debbie Reynolds, an actress 
who sang and danced her way 
into film history opposite Gene 
Kelly in the classic 1952 musical 
“Singin’ in the Rain,” a mov-
ie that helped turn her into a 
sweetheart of  American film, 
has died. She was 84.

Reynolds, who was a major 
collector of  Hollywood memora-
bilia and toured in a one-woman 
revue into her 80s, died Wednes-
day in Los Angeles, her son told 
the Associated Press.

Her death came a day after her 
daughter, Carrie Fisher, died at 

Longtime star of both 
stage, screen was also 
Carrie Fisher’s mother 
By VALERIE J. NELSON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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New limits 
for drivers set 
to take effect

North Bay drivers who hold or 
operate their cellphones to snap 
photos, check email, navigate 
routes or for almost any other 
purpose risk being cited under 
a new law that 
goes into effect 
Sunday.

Under cur-
rent rules, Cal-
ifornia drivers 
can cradle their 
cellphones to 
snap selfies, 
surf  music 
playlists or for any other ac-
tivity other than for texting or 
making phone calls and still be 
within the law.

That changes under the new 
restrictions, which prohibit 
drivers from “holding and oper-

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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NEW YEAR’S 
CHECKPOINTS
The CHP plans 
to be out in full 
force on Friday 
looking for 
impaired drivers, 
lawbreakers / A3

Kerry: Israel hindering peace

WASHINGTON — Secretary 
of  State John Kerry accused 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu of  Israel on Wednesday 
of  thwarting peace in the Mid-

dle East, speaking with a clari-
ty and harshness almost never 
heard from U.S. diplomats when 
discussing one of  their closest 
and strongest allies.

With only 23 days left in his 
four-year turn as secretary of  
state, during which he made 
the search for peace in the 
Middle East one of  his driving 
missions, Kerry said the Israeli 
government was undermining 
any hope of  a two-state solution 

to its decades-long conflict with 
the Palestinians.

The U.S. vote last week in the 
United Nations allowing the 
condemnation of  Israel for set-
tlements in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, he added, was 
driven by a desire to save Isra-
el from “the most extreme ele-
ments” in its own government.

“The status quo is leading 
toward one state and perpetual 
occupation,” Kerry said.

His speech was a powerful ad-
monition after years of  tension 
and frustration, with the Obama 
administration giving public 
voice to its long-held concern 
that Israel was headed off a cliff 
toward international isolation 
and was condemning itself  to 
a future of  low-level, perpetual 
warfare with the Palestinians.

Reaction was immediate and 
harsh, not only from Netanya-
hu, but also from Sens. John 

McCain, R-Arizona, and Chuck 
Schumer, D-New York. Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump did 
not even wait for Kerry to speak 
before condemning the secre-
tary of  state.

The United States and Israel 
are in the middle of  a breach 
rarely seen since President 
Harry Truman recognized the 
fragile Israeli state in May 1948. 

Lame-duck diplomat 
slams government in rare 
condemnation of ally
By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Progress being made, 
but more to be done

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WARM MEAL AND RESTING PLACE: Thomas Nickelson plays the blues on a friend’s weathered guitar after eating dinner while other local homeless people rest on 
the floor behind him Tuesday at a west county winter homeless shelter at the Veterans Memorial Building in Guerneville.

GUERNEVILLE

As heavy rain from a late December 
storm drenched homeless en-
campments along the banks of  the 

Russian River, Debra Johnson watched 
inhabitants scurry from their makeshift 
shelters in search of  a dry place to wait 
out the deluge. 

Often the only respite 
found here is under the 
rooftops of  downtown 
businesses, a stopgap 
alternative that irks mer-
chants and disturbs some 
visitors.  

“Can you imagine 
sleeping out in this cold 
and rain? Not being able 

to rest or take a shower?” said Johnson, a 
longtime downtown business owner who 
runs Berkshire Hathaway Sonoma County 
Properties, a Russian River real estate 
company. “You come downtown and you 
can see we have a large homeless popula-
tion, it’s challenging. It is very politically 
divisive issue.” 

Guerneville is one of  a number of  
Sonoma County communities that have 

struggled to address a widening problem 
of  homelessness this year. The region’s 
dwindling supply of  low-cost rental units 
and other persistent social woes, includ-
ing health and addiction issues, continue 
to fuel the problem, with an estimated 
3,000 county residents living day-to-day 

without shelter — about the same as in 
2015, authorities say.  

Most of  those residents are congregat-
ing in places where they are more visible, 
including the two largest cities, Santa Rosa 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

OUT IN THE COLD: Ken, who is homeless, soaks up the last rays of sun as night approaches Dec. 1 under the 
Highway 101 overpass at Ninth Street near downtown Santa Rosa. 

YEAR IN REVIEW » HOMELESSNESS

As crisis became more visible in communities, calls for action rallied aid
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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COMING FRIDAY Looking back on how the rental market and home sales fared. Read all the year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com/2016stories.

LIVING UNDER   
HIGHWAY 101
Neighbors say 
complaints going 
unheard over 
more homeless 
encampments in 
Santa Rosa / A5


