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Year of rebuilding

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

COMING BACK: An employee from R & R Framing works June 26 on a house being built by APM Homes in the Coffey Park area of Santa Rosa. The continued effort to 
rebuild communities like Coffey Park and Fountaingrove from the devastation of the 2017 North Bay fires was The Press Democrat’s top story of the year for 2018.

Sonoma County was challenged to begin 
anew in 2018 like no other time in our 
past. The fires of  2017 left a moonscape 

that was buried under debris 12 months 
ago. Some saw rebuilding in their future, 
holding tight to bonds with neighbors, while 
others moved on. A dire shortage of  hous-
ing displaced families and more homeless 
people as authorities grappled for solutions. 
Wildfire menaced the region and filled 
local skies with smoke for weeks on end. 
The newly legal cannabis trade presented 
residents, entrepreneurs and authorities 
with tough choices. And a high-stakes civil 
rights case came to a close with a $3 million 
settlement and park opened in memory of  
slain 13-year-old Andy Lopez. KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

HOLDING ON: Emily Lyons and her daughter, Hailey, 1, who moved from Coffey 
Park seven months before the Tubbs fire, snuggle Oct. 9 on the fire’s anniversary.

LOOKING BACK » STORIES THAT SHAPED 2018

The Press Democrat’s top 10 stories of 2018, from fire recovery to transit
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TOP 10 OF 2018
 ■ Rebuilding and 

recovering from fires
 ■Addressing system 

failures in fires’ wake
 ■Housing challenges
 ■Homelessness 

on the rise
 ■ Relentless fires and 

smoke-filled skies
 ■ First year for 

legalized cannabis
 ■ Rohnert Park’s em-

battled police force 
 ■Veterans home 

shooting in Yountville
 ■ Close of Lopez case
 ■ Transportation 

upgrades

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TRAGEDY STRIKES: An FBI SWAT team prepares to 
enter the Yountville veterans home March 9, where a 
former patient shot and killed three staff members.

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

GROWING INDUSTRY: David Drips, co-owner of 
Petaluma Hill Farms, works on planting cannabis 
March 30. Legal recreational sales began in January.

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

MOVING FAST: SMART commuters roll through the 
wetlands near the Novato narrows Aug. 17. Regional 
transportation upgrades were a major focus in 2018.

EPA plan 
would 
OK more 
pollution 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration has proposed 
major changes to the way the 
federal government calculates 
the benefits, in human health 
and safety, of  limiting pollution 
in the atmosphere.

The proposed new rules 
would chip away at the financial 
justifications currently used 
to limit emissions of  mercury, 
which is linked to developmen-
tal disorders in children, by 
coal-burning power plants. Op-

ponents say the 
proposal not 
only stands to 
make it easi-
er for power 
plants today 
to pollute 
more, but also 
would restrict 
the ability of  
future admin-
istrations to 
impose more 
stringent pol-
lution restric-
tions.

The propos-
al was made 

public Friday, when the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
issued a new finding declaring 
that federal rules imposed on 
mercury by the Obama admin-
istration are too costly to justi-
fy. Those rules, issued in 2011, 
were the first to restrict some of  
the most hazardous pollutants 
emitted by coal plants and are 
considered one of  former Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s signature 
environmental achievements.

The new proposal does not re-
peal the Obama-era rules, and 
utility companies say they have 
already spent some $18 billion in 
order to comply. But it dramati-
cally changes the way the gov-
ernment performs its cost-ben-
efit analysis of  those limits by 
taking into account only certain 
economic effects that can be 
measured in dollar terms, while 
ignoring or downplaying other 
health benefits that are more dif-
ficult to assign a dollar value to.

Because the government is 
required by law to perform 
cost-benefit analyses to justify 
new rules, the changes could 
have serious long-term impli-
cations for future rules. “It will 
make it much more difficult for 
the government to justify envi-
ronmental regulations in many 
cases,” said Robert Stavins, a 

Proposed rules ease 
limits on coal-burning 
power plant emissions

By LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald  
Trump

INSIDE
No end in sight 
for shutdown as 
both sides refuse  
to yield / B1

Brown caps 50 years in politics

SACRAMENTO — It was a 
matter of  life and death in 2015 
when California Gov. Jerry 
Brown pondered an assisted sui-
cide bill granting terminally ill 
people the right to choose when 
they die.

After much speculation, 

Brown signed the measure, a 
victory for “death with digni-
ty” advocates and a blow to the 
Catholic Church, which vigor-
ously opposed it. Brown, who 
once considered becoming a 
priest, added to his signature a 
five-paragraph statement out-
lining how he made his deci-
sion: He sought contradicting 
perspectives from the church, 
families of  the terminally ill, his 
friends and doctors. And he pon-
dered his own existence.

“I do not know what I would 
do if  I were dying in prolonged 

and excruciating pain. I am cer-
tain, however, that it would be 
a comfort to be able to consider 
the options afforded by this bill,” 
Brown wrote. “And I wouldn’t 
deny that right to others.”

Brown, who leaves office 
Jan. 7, has signed thousands of  
bills, but this one stands out to 
Dana Williamson, Brown’s cabi-
net secretary at the time.

“His ability to articulate his 
deliberations and why he land-
ed the way he did — to me that’s 

RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jerry Brown is sworn in as governor of California on Jan. 3, 2011, as his 
wife, Anne Gust Brown, looks on in Sacramento. He leaves office Jan. 7 
after a record four terms in office, 1975 to 1983 and again since 2011. 

By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

From ‘Moonbeam’ 
to financial moderate, 
governor still an idealist
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