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NINERS OWNER IS 
EXPLORING OPTIONS

Jed York and GM Trent Baalke begin hunt for Harbaugh’s replacement Sports

SHORTAGE OF BIG 
BROTHERS, SISTERS
Lack of volunteers for county 
nonprofit creates a wait time of  
over 2 years for kids Empire

District reversal over  
‘I can’t breathe’ shirts

A LESSON IN FREE SPEECH
 ■ Kerry Benefield: Clash over T-shirts creates teachable moment C1
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SCORING A VICTORY: Mendocino High girls basketball team members and their classmates watch the Mendocino High boys team compete during a basketball 
tournament Monday at Fort Bragg High School. School officials reversed their decision on banning students from wearing controversial T-shirts during warm-ups.

FORT BRAGG — Faced with litigation 
threats and growing public opposition, Fort 
Bragg school officials Monday afternoon re-
versed their controversial ban on athletes 
wearing T-shirts with the slogan, “I can’t 
breathe,” during pregame warm-ups at a three-
day high school basketball tournament.

But the implications of  that decision re-
mained unclear late Monday night, with the 
Mendocino boys coach vowing to prevent any 
of  his athletes from playing in the tournament 
if  they wear the T-shirts during warm-up and 
the girls team still awaiting word on whether 
they would be able to participate in any way. 

“They cannot play in the game if  they don’t 
wear their uniform,” boys varsity coach Jim 
Young said. “I’m not banning anything. I’m re-
quiring them to wear a uniform.”

Aimed at keeping political battles off the 
basketball court, the ban instead inflamed a 

Study to gauge if monarch butterflies at risk 

For scientist Tierra Curry, the mon-
arch butterfly is part of  the American 
experience.

Native to North America, once pres-
ent in every U.S. state except Alaska, the 
insects with the distinctive and colorful 
wings are known for their spectacular 
migration each year from Mexico to Can-
ada and back.

But scientists like Curry have seen 

their numbers plummet: Monarch popu-
lations have dropped by 90 percent in the 
past two decades alone.

Now Curry, a senior scientist with the 
Center for Biological Diversity in Tus-
con, Ariz., sees some hope.

On Monday, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announced that it would conduct 
a one-year status review of  the butterfly 
species to determine whether it warrant-
ed Endangered Species Act protection.

“This will be a rallying point and hope-
fully a turning point for the population,” 
Curry said. “This announcement shows 
how big the problem is.”

The process will include a public 
comment period, during which the fed-
eral agency will gather new data on the 
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Statistics have shown monarch butterfly  
populations have dropped from 1 billion butterflies 
in the mid-1990s to 35 million in 2013.

TAKING A STAND: Mendocino High girls basketball team members don 
“I can’t breathe” T-shirts at a rally before a tournament outside Fort Bragg 
High School on Monday. See more pictures at pressdemocrat.com.

FORT BRAGG BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Facing opposition, officials toss ban; unclear if girls will play 
By GLENDA ANDERSON and KEVIN MCCALLUM
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US scientists plan yearlong review 
 to determine if protection is needed 

as species’ numbers dwindling

By JOHN M. GLIONNA
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Groups mount 
referendum on 
state’s bag ban

SACRAMENTO — Business 
groups trying to overturn a new 
California law that bans sin-
gle-use plastic bags said Mon-
day that they’ve collected more 
than enough signatures to put 
their referendum on the Novem-
ber 2016 ballot.

If  the referendum qualifies, 
the nation’s first statewide ban 
on single-use plastic bags will 
be suspended until voters weigh 
in, effectively buying plastic bag 
manufacturers more time.

The plastic bag manufactur-
ing trade group American Pro-
gressive Bag Alliance said it was 
turning in more than 800,000 
petition signatures to county 
registrars by Monday’s deadline 
to qualify the referendum. The 
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“I’m just  
happy our 
voices were 

heard.” 
 NAOMI BAKER,  

Mendocino High School 
girls’ basketball varsity 

team member

“The district 
did rethink  
its policy.” 

PATRICK WILSON, 
attorney for Fort Bragg 
Unified School District

County 
DA clears  
officers in 
4 deaths

One man stabbed his es-
tranged wife near the Windsor 
Town Green and lunged at offi-
cers with a knife. 

Another fired a high-powered 
rifle at family members and dep-
uties in Guerneville.

Still another barricaded him-
self  in a Santa Rosa home, high 
on methamphetamine. A fourth 
man struggled with Healdsburg 
police attempting to arrest him 
on child-sex charges.

All died in officer-involved in-
cidents in Sonoma County over 
the past 18 months. In every 
case, the officers acted lawfully, 
without criminal liability, Dis-
trict Attorney Jill Ravitch an-
nounced Monday.

“Each case stands alone,” said 
Ravitch, who posted detailed re-
ports on all four deaths on her 
website. “If  the public looks at 
the summaries ... they will see 
each case was an unfortunate 
situation.”

Ravitch’s findings, based in 
part on reports from investigat-
ing agencies, come amid a na-

‘Each case stands alone,’ 
says Ravitch, as debate over 

deadly force grips nation  
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