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Obama strikes back at Russia

806,000 
licenses 
issued in 
2 years

On the day California officials 
implemented a controversial 
law that allows undocumented 
residents to obtain driver’s li-
censes, Department of  Motor 
Vehicles offices throughout the 
state were packed with immi-
grants looking to take advantage 
of  the opportunity.

Two years after the Jan. 1, 
2015, implementation of  AB 60, 
an estimated 806,000 undocu-
mented residents have received 
driver’s licenses, according to 
DMV statistics this month.

The law has allowed undocu-
mented residents to come out of  
the shadows and drive safely in 
their neighborhoods, said Mar-
icela Gutierrez, executive direc-
tor of  the immigration advocacy 
organization SIREN.

“Many of  them have been 
able to drive their kids to school 
and to run errands, when many 
times they were taking buses 
that would take them up to three 
hours to get from Point A to 
Point B,” she said. “It opened up 
new opportunities.”

But as President-elect Donald 
Trump, who vowed an illegal im-
migration crackdown, prepares 
to take office, the law is coming 
under renewed scrutiny. 

Many of  those who received 
driver’s licenses under the law 
now fear they’ll become deporta-
tion targets if  federal authorities 
can access their DMV informa-
tion, despite reassurances from 
state officials.

“We have definitely been hear-
ing about a lot of  fear from our 
community, especially with a 
new administration coming on 

Pop goes the bubbly: It’s not just for New Year’s anymore

It’s been a banner year for 
sparkling wine as consumers 
expand their thirst for bubbly 
well beyond New Year’s Eve — 
and North Coast producers are 
celebrating. 

The growth reflects the con-
tinuing trend whereby consum-

ers are buying more sparkling 
wine for everyday occasions and 
not just to mark special events. 
The largest sparkler producer in 
the country, Korbel Champagne 
Cellars, is based in Guerneville. 

The sector also has received 
a big boost thanks to a rise in 
popularity of  lower-priced Ital-
ian Prosecco, which has gained 
a tremendous following among 
millennials.   

“I hate to say anything to spoil 
it,” Joy Sterling, CEO of  Iron 
Horse Vineyards in Sebastopol, 
said of  the trend. About half  of  

Iron Horse’s production is in 
sparkling wines that sell from 
$40 to $375 a bottle.

“Our sales have been con-
sistently high throughout the 
year... whereas normally it 
was overwhelmingly in the last 
quarter,” Sterling said, reflect-
ing holiday popularity.

The data back up the anec-
dotes. While the overall wine 
market is growing at 2 percent 
annually, sparkling wine sales 
have increased more than 12 per-
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HONOLULU — President Barack 
Obama ordered the expulsion of  
35 Russian diplomats, closed two ru-
ral estates reportedly used by Rus-
sian spies, and slapped sanctions on 

two Russian intelligence organiza-
tions and other entities Thursday for 
their alleged role in what the White 
House says was a Kremlin-directed 
effort to interfere with the 2016 pres-
idential race.

The sweeping retaliation follows 
an intense review of  what Obama 
called “aggressive harassment” 

of  U.S. diplomats in Moscow and 
“cyberoperations aimed at the U.S. 
election,” a hacking campaign that 
U.S. officials code-named “Grizzly 
Steppe.”

It also signaled the worst cyber-
clash of  the modern era, with the 
two former Cold War adversaries 
now increasingly focused on pene-
trating each other’s digital networks 
and communications.

In the most dramatic move, the 
State Department declared 35 intel-

ligence operatives at the Russian 
Embassy in Washington and the 
Russian Consulate in San Francis-
co as persona non grata. They were 
given 72 hours to leave the country 
with their families for “acting in a 
manner inconsistent with their dip-
lomatic status.”

The Obama administration also 
said it would block access after noon 
today to two properties owned by 

President orders 35 diplomats out, blocks access to estates 
in retaliation for election hack, harassment of US officials
By BRIAN BENNETT 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Undocumented residents    
praise newfound peace, 
but Trump evokes worry
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Sky-high prices, rents
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Kate Miller, left, John Roerig, and their son, Elijah Roerig, 8, stand in front of their apartment in Santa Rosa. After a long search, they moved to 
Santa Rosa in December after living in a cabin in Forestville that had termites and leaked in the rain.

Eight unprecedented years of  
meager home construction 
continued in 2016 to take their 

toll on Sonoma County residents 
seeking a place to live.

First-time homebuyers lamented 
that rising values made it increas-
ingly difficult to find properties in 
their price range. Prospective rent-

ers, meanwhile, once more found 
themselves running a gauntlet of  
fierce competition, sky-high rents 
and stringent qualifying criteria.

In searching for a rental, too often 
“you’re going to be one of  a mini-
mum of  100 other applicants,” said 
Kate Miller. Her family spent most 
of  the year searching for a new rent-
al and spent 15 days in a hotel this 
month before landing an apartment 
in east Santa Rosa.

After the long construction 
drought, home builders this year did 
increase activity, but not as much as 
officials first expected.

In response to the housing crisis, 
local officials began to take action in 
2016. A significant step came in Au-
gust, when Santa Rosa became the 
first local city to impose rent con-
trol, a decision that came in a split 
City Council vote over the objection 
of  real estate interests.

Rent control opponents in 
September turned in enough voter 
signatures to force a citywide ref-

YEAR IN REVIEW » HOUSING

Whether seeking a home to buy or rent, 
prospects daunting in Sonoma County
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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COMING SATURDAY A look at notable deaths in Sonoma County in 2016. Read year-end stories online at pressdemocrat.com/2016stories
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Nicole Fank, 
right, her boy-
friend Phil Timo, 
and her parents, 
Noreen and Pat, 
taste glasses of 
champagne at 
Korbel 
Champagne 
Cellars in 
Guerneville on 
Thursday. 

Popularity of sparkling 
wine with millennials, 
others makes sales jump


