
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 63, Low 36

THE WEATHER, C8

Business B8
Classified D6
Comics B6
Crossword B5
Editorial A10
Lotto A2

Movies D2
Nation-World B1
Obituaries B3
Sports C1
State news A4
TV B7

©2017 The Press Democrat

INSIDE

IN MEMORY: In this special 
section, we take a look 
at the legacies of some of 
those lost in Sonoma  
County this year / M1

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • SECTION M

The year 2017 will inevitably be remembered for the losses that we 

witnessed.
Dozens of human lives, thousands of homes and businesses, and 

tens of thousands of acres of trees and vegetation were destroyed by 

the firestorms of October.

Even amid so much sadness, the legacies of those who died this year offer 

hope. By examining some of the lives they lived, we can better understand 

the ways we are connected as a community. 

Today, The Press Democrat acknowledges the lives of all who were remem-

bered this year in the Life Tributes that ran in the newspaper. 

In addition to that listing, we recall the contributions of some of the many 

others who had an impact on us and on this place we call home.

IN 
MEMORY

SANTA ROSA ALWAYS 

WILL BE BLACKMAN’S

Former city manager spearheaded 

its growth and transformation / M4

CHASE PURSUED  

AN ADVENTUROUS LIFE

Santa Rosan was keen to exhaust herself 

hiking the world and wilds of Africa / M5

IHDE WAS ‘SUPER-SKILLED, 

ADMINISTRATIVE GENIUS’

Santa Rosa native restored trust and 

professionalism to Sheriff’s Office / M3

DRAPER CHRONICLED 

AND MADE HISTORY

Longtime Cotati advocate and civic leader 

 did more than publish newspaper / M5

A remembrance of Sonoma County residents lost 

in 2017 whose legacies endure and touch lives

SILVA’S LEADERSHIP 

WENT INDUSTRYWIDE

Petaluma farm kid rose to become CEO 

and president of St. Francis Winery and 

brought the community together / M2

Inside

GOLDEN STATE DROPS THE BALL  »  
Warriors’ winning streak ends with 
humbling loss to Charlotte Hornets.   C1

FIERI SAYS FAREWELL TO TIMES SQUARE »  
Sonoma County’s famous chef closing 
his American Kitchen & Bar in NY.   B8

COLLABORATING 
WITH CHILE » 
Healdsburg 
entrepreneur 
sources woolens 
from her native 
country.   D1  

Mom, where do emojis come from? 

NEW YORK

We have a smiling pile 
of  poop. What about 
one that’s sad?

There’s a loaf  of  bread and 
a croissant. But where’s the 
sliced bagel?

How can our emotional vo-
cabulary be complete without 
a teddy bear, a lobster, a petri 
dish or a tooth?

These are the kind of  
questions that trigger heat-
ed debates and verbal bomb 
tossing — or at least memos 

with bursts of  capital letters — 
among members of  the group 
burdened with deciding which 
new emojis make it onto our 
phones and computer screens 
each year.

And now more people are 
getting in on the act.

The Unicode Consortium is 
tasked with setting the global 
standard for the icons. It’s a 
heady responsibility and it can 
take years from inspiration — 
Hey, why isn’t there a dump-
ling? — to a new symbol being 
added to our phones.

That’s because deciding 
whether a googly-eyed turd 
should express a wider range 
of  emotions is not the frivolous 
undertaking it might appear to 
be. Picking the newest addi-
tions to our roster of  cartoon-

ish glyphs, from deciding on 
their appearance to negotiating 
rules that allow vampires 
but bar Robert Pattinson’s or 
Dracula’s likeness, actually 
has consequences for modern 
communication.

Not since the printing press 
has something changed written 
language as much as emojis 
have, says Lauren Collister, 
a scholarly communications 
librarian at the University of  
Pittsburgh.

“Emoji is one way language 
is growing,” she says. “When 
it stops growing and adapting, 
that’s when a language dies.”

Growing and adapting 
doesn’t seem like an issue for 
emojis. The additions for 2017 

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
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Little icons on your 
phone are ‘one way  
language is growing’
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Author Jennifer 8. Lee shows off a 
dumpling emoji, which was added 
to the Unicode Standard this year.

County 
enlists  
legal 
help

The Sonoma County Board of  
Supervisors has enlisted a coali-
tion of  law firms with expertise 
in wildfire litigation to begin 
tracking legal suits and proceed-
ings against Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric Co., a move that comes as 
the county continues to explore 
filing its own lawsuit against the 
utility for taxpayer damages in-
curred during the devastating 
North Bay wildfires.

In a closed-door meeting Fri-
day, county supervisors autho-
rized California Fire Lawyers to 
represent the county’s interests 
during a Tuesday hearing in 
San Francisco Superior Court 
where the court will consider 
the possibility of  consolidating 
myriad lawsuits stemming from 
the October fires.

The legal group, which in-
cludes Baron & Budd, Single-
ton Law Firm, and Dixon Diab 
& Chambers LLP, will make a 
special appearance on behalf  
of  the county at the hearing in 
support of  consolidation, said 
Sonoma County Counsel Bruce 
Goldstein.

Goldstein said the county has 
not yet decided whether it will 
file a legal complaint against 
PG&E as part of  an effort to 
recover damages. The county 
continues to assess such costs, 
which could include loss of  
property taxes, county employ-
ee overtime and damages to 
infrastructure and natural re-
sources such as parks and open 
spaces.

The causes of  the fires remain 
under state investigation, with 
authorities scrutinizing toppled 
powerline equipment near the 
suspected origin of  several of  
the blazes.

“We’re aware that the Sono-
ma County Board of  Supervi-
sors is discussing the potential 
for litigation, but our focus re-
mains on doing everything we 
can to help communities here in 
Sonoma County rebuild and re-

Coalition to track actions 
against PG&E; board 
still weighing filing suit
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OCTOBER FIRES

Wildfires overshadow 
2017’s news coverage

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / PRESS DEMOCRAT

Bill Stites watches his neighborhood burn in Fountaingrove on Oct. 9 in Santa Rosa. The Tubbs fire is now California’s most destructive ever,  
and all of the blazes combined would account for 40 deaths, including 24 people in Sonoma County, nine in Mendocino, and seven in Napa.

The infernos that terrorized the 
North Bay in October cleaved 2017 
in two. 

The loss from those historic fires is 
so extensive, the trauma so deep and 
the task of  rebuilding so daunting, that 
the year, looking back, is now divid-
ed. There were the 10 months before 
powerful inland winds drove flames 
into rural and urban neighborhoods, 
leveling more than 8,000 structures in 
the nation’s costliest-ever wildfires. And 
there was everything since. 

Our lives were upended and our 
region will never be the same. 

Yet Sonoma County and it surround-
ings also marked brighter milestones 
this past year, including the start of  
commuter rail service after decades of  
planning and years of  construction, and 
the reunification of  Old Courthouse 
Square in downtown Santa Rosa. Both 
projects survived controversy and their 
realization required sustained politi-

Emergency personnel talk in April to an inebriated man who passed out on the sidewalk in Santa 
Rosa.  While the number of homeless people in the county dropped by 2 percent in 2017, the  
debate over issues — including vagrancy, illegal camping and health issues — intensified.
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Blazes dominated year that also saw SMART launch, SR square reunified
By KEVIN McCALLUM
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